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When something doesn’t seem to me beautiful,
the first question I ask is why do I think it’s
not beautiful. And very shortly you discover
there’s no reason [...] If we concur that dislike,
or begin to like what we did dislike, then the
world is more open. That path of increasing
one’s enjoyment of life, is the path I think we all
best take. To use art not as self-expression, but

as self-alteration.”
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Some people think I'm the slave of these chance
operations, but I'm grateful to them, and think
of them as a utility, or something like fresh air

or clear water.'!
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I have found that [...] if I really use the Chance
Operations and follow it through, that it always
brings out something that I don’t think I would
have thought of otherwise by myself, and opens
out some new kind of facet, some new kind of

possibility.'?
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...What is the purpose of writing music? [...] an
affirmation of life - not an attempt to bring
order out of chaos nor to suggest improvements
in creation, but simply a way of waking up to
the very life we're living, which is so excellent
once one gets one’s mind and one’s desires out of
its way and lets it act of its own accord.

(Cage, 1961: 12).
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We are not concerned about the relationship
between the sound and the dance. We both work
with chance operations, and we have a faith
that each thing that happens is the best thing
that could have happened.®
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combinations of known variables, each of whose
possible appearances has been foreseen. What is
unforeseen, and still left to chance, is the sequence
of the combinations. (Franko 1992: 144).
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For me, the subject of dance is dancing itself.
It is not meant to represent something else,
whether psychological, literary, or aesthetics”
(Cunningham in Lesschaeve, 1985: 139).
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That has always interested me and still does:
how to place yourself in an unknown situation,
and then find a solution, a way out of it.
(Cunningham in Lesschaeve, 1985: 131)
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Cunningham’s emphasis lies on enchaining
movements in new ways, not primarily on

inventing new movements (Noland, 2009: 3).
:(Franko) 1P378 PIXn 210 9PN 5w 11272 X

Chance procedure involves the charting of
all possible movement options prior to their

arrangement. Thus, chance dictates the
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Well, first of all, it’s a fairly easy perception:
all you have to do is stand up and then relax -
you know = and at a certain point you realize
that you've relaxed everything that you can relax
but you're still standing and in that standing is
quite a lot of minute movement...The skeleton
holding you upright even though you're mentally
relaxing... Call it the ‘small dance’... It was a
name chosen largely because it’s quite descriptive
of the situation and because while you're doing
the stand and feeling the ‘small dance’ you're
aware that you're not ‘doing’ it, so in a way,
you're watching yourself perform.Paxton, in:

(Lepecki, 2001, no page number).
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If this form got as active as it seemed possible
it was going to get, the reflexes had to be there
to deal with twisting and turning in space.
And so, standing seemed to be the answer. [...]
In the standing, we have the reflexes as easily
observable events that the consciousness is not
causing and can take a moment to wonder at.
(Paxton, in: Zimmer, 2015, p. 38)
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Staatsopernballett, with Wiener Symphoniker
conducted by John Lanchbery. Filmed in Vienna,
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A1966] "] New York, 1974, posted on YouTube
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Church, New York City, 1983, posted on YouTube
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watch?v=n9aAi2DvkqY (Revisited: 10/10/2021)
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