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Black Lights by Mathilde Monnier, dancer: kaisha Essiane, photo: Marc Coudrais
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Coming from a strictly ballet discipline, when asked if she felt she
could make Israel her home, she said she couldn’t think that far
ahead think - even though she has been here for seven years!

I was absolutely accepted by everyone in the company. There are a lot of
Americans and overseas dancers, and they made me feel very much at
home. | had a lot of support from Ohad and my Israeli boyfriend.

In reviewing the involvement of South Africans Jews in Israeli dance
we have focused on a number of individuals and their work. However,
there are many other teachers who make up the South African dance
community running studios in various cities throughout the country.
But many others - non-Jewish dancers and teachers - came here
for purely professional reasons. Some had been offered positions in
companies and teaching. Israel was a steppingstone to international
opportunities. The overallimpact on Israeli dance of all these teachers,
choreographers and educationalists has been in organizational ability,
discipline, knowledge based on a solid background, methodology and
dedication, and at the same time the Israelis helped them find their
own voice and increase their creativity.

Notes

"During his career, Abba Eban served as Foreign Affairs Minister,
Education Minister, and Deputy Prime Minister of Israel. He was the
second ambassador to the United States and the first Permanent
Representative of Israel to the United Nations.

2See, Philip Gillon. Seventy years of Southern African Aliyah - A Story of
Achievement.

3For more information, see Haim Nagid, “General Manager Barry
Swersky retires from Bat-Dor,” Ma‘ariv 27.7.1987.

“A ballet technique devised by the Italian ballet master Enrico
Cecchetti

>Some material on Jeanette Ordman, was gleaned from a blog by
the late Yvonne Narunsky published in ESRA Magazine, issue 139
April-May 2007. She was the first Organizing Secretary of the Israel
Branch of the Royal Academy of Dancing and well-known teacher of
ballet: She passed away in 2015. http://magazinepre.esra.org.il/blog/
post/jeanette-ordman-139.
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¢Valentina Archipova-Grossman, originally from Latvia, who opened a
ballet studio in Haifa in 1936

’Dora Sowden was the music and film critic of the Rand Daily Mail in
South Africa. She made Aliya in 1966.

8 Whenthe Bat-Dor Company and schoolwas shutdown, the Baroness’
financial support also eased. A year later the Public Council for
Culture and the Arts increased its funding, alongside other financial
sources the studio had managed to enlist. It also changed its name
to the Lillian and Larry Goodman Municipal Dance Center.

°Frank Staffs was a returning South African after having a very
successful career with the Royal Ballet Company.

YAmong the many Tributes and Prizes in Israel and Spain are the
Arik Einstein Prize 2015 and the Rosenblum Prize Life Achievement
Award 2004.

"Among her teachers: Victoria Eugenia “Betty”, La Quica, Mercedes
& Albano, Pedro Azorin, Juanjo Linares and Maestro Jose Granero.
12See, Pninit Feingold, "An interview with Silvia Duran and the Days of

Flamenco Festival,” Dance Today 44, September 2023.

13See, Ornilli Azulay, “The Unique teaching methos of Silvia Duran,”
Dance Today 24, September 2013, pp. 32-35.

"“For more information about Bat-Dor see, Eshel Ruth Dance Spreads
Its Wings (2022) pp. 154-165, and 390-395, and Bat-Dor- The Story of
a Dance Company, edited by Henia Rottenberg.

5 A national cultural program.
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