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Tonight We Dance (1991) by Yigal Ezrati and Gaby Aldor, Performers (front): Ronit Elkabetz and Claude Aviram
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Tonight We Dance Again (2019) by Yigal Ezrati and Gaby Aldor, Photo: Redi Rubinstein
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Tonight We Dance Again (2019) by Yigal Ezrati, Dancers: Gaby Aldor and Yair Vardi,
Photo: Redi Rubinstein
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Tonight We Dance Again (2019) by Yigal Ezrati and Gaby Aldor, Performers (right to left): Racheli Pinhas, Yair Vardi, Kfir Levan-Amram, Yonatan Agasi, Photo: Redi Rubinstein
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"Vows are spoken
To be broken
Feelings are intense
Words are trivial
Pleasures remain
So does the pain
Words are meaningless
And forgettable
All' | ever wanted
All I ever needed
Is here in my arms
Words are very unnecessary
They can only do harm
Enjoy the silence..."
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* | was born to make you happy... (Britney Spears - Born To Make
You Happy)

* Nothing compares to you... (Sinead O'connor - Nothing
Compares To You)

* Can you feel the love tonight?... (Elton John - Can You Feel The
Love Tonight)

* | can't live, with, or without you... (Mariah Carey - Without You)
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Formoza by Lin Hwai-min, Performed by Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan, Photo by Liu Chen-hsiang
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Amos Hetz, Room Dances Festival 2019, Photo: Natasha Shakhnes
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At Hand! by Ido Feder, Dancers: Dror Biriger and Amit Tine, Photo: Masha Rubin
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Notes

"Andrea Amort: "Free Dance in Vienna". In: Deborah Holmes, Lisa
Silverman (ed.): Interwar Vienna. Culture between Tradition and Mo-
dernity. New York: Camden House 2009, 117-142.

2For a comprehensive bibliography until 2001, see: dsterreich tanzt.
Geschichte und Gegenwart. Ed. by Andrea Amort and Mimi Wun-
derer-Gosch. Wien - KéIn - Weimar: Bohlau 2001; Andrea Amort:
Hanna Berger. Spuren einer Tdnzerin im Widerstand. Wien: Brand-
statter 2010; Gaby Aldor: Wie tanzt nun ein Kamel? Die Geschichte
der Ornstein-Familie und die Erifndung des modernen israelischen
Tanztheaters. Wien: mandelbaum verlag 2012.

3Tanz. 20. Jahrhundert in Wien. Exhibition catalog (Biblos-Schriften,
Bd. 109). Catalog management and publication : Josef Mayerhofer.
Wien: Osterreichisches Theatermuseum 1979. The exhibiton was
shown from 26 October 1979 until 31 January 1980 with addi-
tional film screenings at the Austrian National Library .

“See note 2.

>Gunhild Oberzaucher-Schuller (ed.): Ausdruckstanz. Eine mitteleu-
ropdische Bewegung der ersten Hdlfte des 20. Jahrhunderts. Wilhelm-
shaven: Noetzel 19922, 2004; Schrifttanz. A quarterly. Volume 1
1928 to Volume 4, 1931. Eleven issues and two supplements in
one volume. Published by the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Schrift-
tanz. With an afterword for the reprint by Gunhild Oberzaucher-
Schuller. Hildesheim: Olms 1991

©Giora Manor: "Influenced and Influencing - Dancing in Foreign
Lands. The work of Choreographers/Dancers persecuted by the
Nazis in Emigration". In: Oberzaucher-Schuller: Ausdruckstanz,
471-485.

”Dances of the Banished. Production and choreography: Esther Lin-
ley. Scenery and costumes: Christian Weininger. Dramaturgical as-
sistance: Andrea Amort. Historical consulting: Alfred Oberzaucher.
With reconstructed choreographies by Berger (Ottilie Mitterhu-
ber), Bodenwieser (Bettina Vernon and Evelyn Ippen), Jerschik
(by the choreographer). Dancers: students of the Anton Bruckner
Private University as well as Esther Koller, Bob Curtis, and Har-
men Tromp. In the framework of the anti-Fascist Contrasts Days
in Linz. Premiere 271 April 1995, Posthof Linz. See: Andrea Amort:
Tanze der Verfemten. In: Tanzdrama 29, no. 2, 1995, 24-26; An-
drea Amort: "Die Tanze der Verfemten". "Gedanken zum Erbe des
Ausdruckstanzes" in Osterreich anlésslich des 50. Jahrestages der
Befreiung vom Nationalsozialismus. In: ballett international/tanz
aktuell, no. 8/9, 1995, 64-65.

8"Wiener Tanz im Exil:" Lecture- and performance series in coopera-
tion with Kunstverein Alte Schmiede from 28 October 1998. Cura-
tor: Andrea Amort. Guests: Roman Arndt, Magda Brunner-Hoyos,
Giora Manor, George Jackson, Gunhild Oberzaucher-Schuller,
Hedi Politzer (Hedi Pope), Patricia Stockemann, Gerda Schwarz-
Rech, Cilli Wang, Esther von Wartburg, Jarmila Weillenbock, and
Wera Goldman. Goldman'’s first performance in this series took
place on 5 November 1998 at the Jewish Museum. She danced
the solo Dybbuk and was awarded the “Goldener Rathausmann”
by City Councilor for Cultural Affairs Peter Marboe. Until 2001,
Goldman came to Vienna every year, to lecture, dance, and cho-
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reograph with and for Martina Haager. Since then, she has been
invited in larger intervals: in 2006 and 2011 each time organized
by Haager, in 2008 also at the “Touchings” festival. “Wiener Tanz
im Exil:" Exhibition at the Austrian Theater Museum. Curated by
Andrea Amort and Jarmila Weilenbock. 16 June until 26 October
2000. “Tanz im Exil:" In the framework of the Festival of Jewish Cul-
ture in Vienna—a special project of tanz2000.at & Impulstanz in
cooperation with Kunstverein Wien and the Jewish Museum. Pro-
gram: Andrea Amort. Choreographies by Bodenwieser, Jerschik,
Berger, and Pola Nirenska. With dancers of the Vienna Volksoper,
Tanztheater Wien, Anton Bruckner Private University Linz as well
as Esther Koller and Harmen Tromp and a guest performance by
Jacek Luminski's Bytom Dance Theater. OnJuly 1st and 2nd at the
1 Akademietheater, Vienna. Further performance and lectures by
Goldman and Manor. The program was documented both by Aus-
trian Public Television (ORF) on June 23rd and 25th as well as on
July 27th as well as by radio station O1 (June 27th and 30th); on 10
September 2000, Heinz Janisch broadcasted his conversation with
Goldman in the series “Menschenbilder.” See: Andrea Amort: "Ver-
gessen - Erinnern - Neu beleben". In: tanz2000.at. Festival bro-
chure. Vienna 2000, 47; Edith M. Wolf Perez: Vergessene Schritte.
"Tanz im Exil* in Wien. In: Tanzdrama 54, no. 5, 2000, 40; George
Jackson: View from Vienna: Festival weeks. Vienna, Austria, June
2000. In: Dance Magazine, vol. 74, November 2000, 93-98.
°Festival “BerUhrungen. Tanz vor 1938 - Tanz von heute”. Artistic
direction: Andrea Amort. Assistance: Paul M. Delavos. Under the
patronage of Helmut Zilk. From October 5-31, 33 events took place
at: Theater Odeon, Studio Tanz Hotel, Alte Schmiede, and Admi-
ral Cinema. For a detailed program: http://www.odeon-theater.
at/54.0.html as well as comprehensive press reviews with playbills
at the exile library of the Literaturhaus Wien.
9Zasha Cerizza Colah and steirischer herbst (eds.): Body Luggage.
Migration of Gestures. With texts by: Bessora, Laure Guilbert, Des-
mond Kharmawphlang, Francesca Recchia, Nora Sternfeld, Fran-
coise Verges. archive books, Berlin, 2016.

Translated from the German by Lilian Dombrowski

Dr. Andrea Amort lives in Vienna, she is on the faculty of the
dance department, head of the dance-archives at the Music and
Arts University of the City of Vienna (www.muk.ac.at). She has been
working as an independent cultural journalist (speciality: dance), as
curator for theatre, dance and performance for the City of Vienna.
She is also a dance historian, dramaturge and has curated dance-
festivals. 2019/20 she has been responsible for two major dance-
exhibitions at the Theatre Museum Vienna including an intense
performative program: Everybody dances. The Cosmos of Viennese
Dance Modernism and The Pointe dances. 150 years of Ballet at
the Wiener Staatsoper. She published several books, her last one
Everybody Dances - The Cosmos of Viennese Dance Modernism (Hatje
Cantz, 2019).

N>, N"I'0 NYIIN NI72AINE NI9SNNWN NIV .ANNA NIVLIY NID'7N2
NY7.00WNN 7V 21 DTN T TINTRTIY N L1710 QIRNENYIINN 7Y 9NN
YI9ONN VITN NTNWN NTNYI NT Y112 07NN 728 DN NI 1T ON N7
NN 7 N'9INTID NOTNN 1A DT 7IN 1T NITNYY [NW2 NITN My 7w
220N NN AYTN NAN TTIN N7, NTIAVA NI 120Y Niann 7y
D'0N2 N'IANN ANIN 7Y NIYFVNNNTE NPFYN N NN NN 7N
NI9'PN NN'0ANA DX MNITL|OIN 71 .ANNA NINTPN My 7Y 01IY
NIY'712 NN'NON NTIAYN NIMITEAN 7Y VIXAN NID1A NI, TIND NIV
NYIINN TV |I7NN119'0N 70 10T .0"7270 NI9 7w D'A;7vA NITNNNY
AT NVOYN NND'II AMND Y AVITY TVXNT,NOXTn DY YWIonni 03,7V

AN NI7YONNN L6070 NNYW 7Y 7P 1112 I0TIN

L ZINNNA TN T0AY 1NK/N Y IRIN VN DN NNTONNIENWTWN NTIAVN
TUNTIN A YIOND NN 1T NTIAY M9 0NAEY 7710 MIN G VIXTDING
.0"7Y11 NINION I'MI2'9N NN 722¥ VIAN |NIdN MN'n 2NN 7y 17
D'JN0N ONYD N7T'NNN NTIAVAI NITAIN N9 "M DTNV 0NN IN
Jnovinn nynwn NIAYNNY NIV NIDAT NN NN 017N NN
,ND'7NN 1T N 7070 21 DN 07NN DNY 7RYNA TNN 190N [7IN N1
N'M9IN NI'7TNN 7N 7N 12T, 0 DI DINNN N90I11 N7IV9 NO10XN
]2 N2 IND,NINDT QTR NIN YN NTINN 172 12T01, 0277 DIN 7NN
|IN0 YNANT MY 97 NV NTPND IN U'YA,|19702 7TNINNY N1D 0NN
NN NN AMNY 1T N ONIAN T MYIN 1AV N7 0T,'7¢ 0'N2 INwna
N1 0AIYT NIMNMT 02NN N2TANIIATN ANTN|21..."DNAT N 72 "7 NN
V12N 139 7Y NINTNN 71700 QNP DNNEIN INT AT Y Nl
NIv7NNNI,ONAEMIN 7Y TR 11T WOINN N 17002 '9Y 1Inwn v
,AUNN DN N2TNNERTALIVA NNN NN NIOT7NIMN NIF9INAIRN
7Y NO0II NT7IVO NOI0NN 70NN 7N DY "N NTNIM 17 |'NY 12T 110D
7V MINDND JNNAN 2NNNN O'RXE,NNY 01197 N1dN 00T NOYIN
NIV YOINn DNN” NNV 1122 MAINN Va7 P'wNin7 A7'NNn nnan
7Y 227 NT'NNN DN ANAT7 DN DN AIN DT 2722 ,07IN "?D'N0N7T
DT7INN 178 721, NIAYNNINIDLIY 7Y MYTIN DT ININ N2'WNN 1NJ,N101I0N
, 07N NWINNT D720 'O0I7NN N0 N21N Y'NON 91N .1 N7
|1I9N7'N QY 12INY NN INT MONNN 1N 7Y 1277 T2 Dinni

Q7N NN

NN N72IN DyoN Wi 1iNNAI VIANT7 01N DN ,n102 21210 INNT
DTN AW TP AIND NIFZNN NNANT,NYI NN 7000 Y1, 0NN NN
NIN'YND DNN D'Dj702 D'NAY N ND'DI 10 ND1DN ,0j70N MIN 7Y
110710 DNATN DNIY .WTNN T'NNN NID'TNN 7Y WIWn onl 117
NYNN ,NIATIN NN 7Y 917 .AN2N 7Y NI NIDYTA 7¢ vian )1Na vian
NN NYIND NMIAL,NNIDT NYIN 19NINAIRN N7IVON NN NIITNY

.My Nl

NN NT7VI9 .I'T NN 7AN0IN NTO'NE NITEY VOINIID LIPT NN
,AVIINIO070 |2 DAIT'WANTNNO NMIN'NA 1998 NIYN 7NN NINNYY
DybN N1N23 2017 N2 11913 1N'T7 DIANN 2NN V070N N7'NN DNA
N7NIN2 NI NN 747 0IINAT72 NN XN N7 |N100IY N7
019 NDIT,2013-2010 0¥ VAN |wN1 10N NN1NA NONIY N'NININ
NANNA IWNT DIFNETINNA D111 N2IT 2005 ,2002 DIWT V'YX Q1INAID
AN NN .DT7YN NINTEND TYOJNIN 1T 0N WYY 1oaINIIDT
NN NN 7INNT7E A7TINT AMTIND IWN ANINN TN N9 1INAIDT
7Y NN NYI AN TN N0'0121IIND NN W NI N7V nan NITIAY

1210712 71NN 1270 NT7IVO NIN NNTIAY NN T NAND

Y127 272 DNNNT AN TA TR 72009 2019 1202102 N1 NX'o7A
70,7170 77T 71 N2NTITI002, 777|110 1IN, YIND 7INNN 7Y 011NN
AN DN TI00N NYPNT NAINY D70 NN .NIINDA N7 N L1227
N7 NN N'DIN NTN DI AIND YYIDNNY DTND NN WINT 70700 VIINY 47

Vomn DI 7Y

JIPNIN 2V T7NNNT 'MINA N, 720090 7¢ NIFDINN NWITY 731 'MI9N
NINY NN NNN9 11Vn N . 21Vn NTANT N2NN /N NAINA AW TR
TV UIND 7T 770 TNIN,NPATAN ITNN NXE DINY LIVIX' AL YN 0INY NINN
TNNN NN NIN2INNXIY NINTD NT'NYA L7070 70 AN NIn.aon 1.20
1910 7Y 19[7'NN 1NNN 7Y 0N NN TTIN IND 7,700 DY 1910 NN Q'7nT
NN 12107 7'WNN RINWD JIDXTNA |17 N2T7 7'NNN NINLIT ATV 1T )N
J7v2 N2'WNN 770N DY NTIAVN 7Y NT7IVOin .N90I11 NN NJI91 7700
0¥ Y712 NIMj7va 77N NINTNN 12 1N 7700 DY TIAV7 'wnn oiny
DAY TV 7AN 12021 WTINA 1NN D 171002 7VY9InY 01NN Tn byn7
NIN VD 7NN NT.7700 DY NTIAVA DN Q7N Y'wnn 0Ny L yina
NATIN NY'0OI N2 NINNYN AW INE,NTOI0ND TX7 TNN 7700 NN 707010
71T NTY N0 17 MYONNY 01197 N9'9),0"N7 1NIVNNT 7'NNN 10710101

Jpnn oy ne

DMINDPWVND LIWNT TV 70N DN NINE 7070 TN TINYT 1N 0Iny
NANT JWNY 7V WY 77100 .09 DIWO |2 DINIW A1 TN INIT
NJIO1 77NN DN TN NI NN VI NT7 DI 0190 ,910 7w NION
DI TINWI NI NIMON DV 2NN NVIIN TNNNA1TNTT N ANNN NINNT
JIN2,NTN2 NIVAII Q137 NIAPZNN NI9N A1 NIONINAN ,YITT NIONNWN
NIAFY ,7INM NN YN 78 NI00 DNTNENIOWIN |TIVA DI7NINN 1)
NINI9I0 NITI90 NIVIN 1N NI9IVNNT AW VNN NI 70NN 017N 7w
"0 NN NN ,ANINA NIDTACTY Q01 7197 12wn1 NIV ANl
NI NN NN L6070 NI 71T 1192 N7V |IDTAN NVIIN NAZY NI
NN NN NRMTAN NI JONION ANINT NIFDIM 2NN NDIIN
IND 707N TN NNNIY NTR TRV INE PN 0INY 7 NN 72 1wn {77m

.QID .NTIj7 )Non

TV VINAI INT9 17 NINA 71970X7 N T 1WA NANINY N1IWN NTIRYN
NIWNIN NT7IVON TINDD 1IWI NIT 7w ONIT {772 NN |INTO 17w
NN .ND'DN 7Y DY NITZIN MY 7¢ N2WINN NN NI DTV
NVIIN N7NNNE ITNN DN XY DN 7 DAVIN NWOI7 NNNT
.N71902 QIN 220 NIV NOIN N VA7 72 NIV 7 NMDaN
NVIINN N9 NN NNIYYNY ,NODII NVIIN NODINN DY 73 NININD N1ANT
TOVIT DTN 7¢ QYN L,7ININ TATNT DTN D70 78100
NOTNN 7Y TAND NN Q1N 7Y N0 NIYAT 71070 NI .ANNwN
JTNT 1N LT NTIVOL NIIIANN NDDN 7V N NNIYW N1IWN NINTA
NIV7IN D7INNA NIV DTN 78 ANYIN .0Mwn 2 70NNy
|ND .27 T M 701,90 7V NIV W NI9TNAN 21, NITINAN
NO'DNN 7V NNJT,ANTN NNINN N DY 2 DINNIY N7 1NN
178 YN NTVOIN NVIINN NNIN N N1 7V 127N ININ DN N7NNN N
NI NINN W' 72N ,NNAN 7V MW7 7200 0021 N7 77wn Dwinnn
/NTNT NODINNN NI ND191 NN DIN'TIITN DY WAONA ,NDINT NIOD)

JMOIN |OIND ININ NNYTN 7w YN DY 720 92 I9N 7 00j7A

NIV ,0197 NITNY1 YN9T7 "7 YINI NIX'97 NIO0NN NIVIINT NV
Y UTNN DAXIA T N .0"NWN TN ,'0NAT DN JIDT ,NT7Vn NI
NIY112 N2 ,9'0IN1 QXN MVIINN PN NN 'WNNY QTN T 72009
119 7V D'ONY D'ON'I NIYTIIN NINANT Tvan YI19NNY Wil ,vax 7indn
A0 NNIND D ANINA NVIAN DN NIDWNN |0 ,0TIaYn \wnnl .novwn

2020 ININA9 | 37 'ON |17 | 1way 7NN | 50



damental analysis of {Austrian) dance history. In 2001, | was able
to publish, with the support of then Festspielhaus St. Pélten director
Mimi Wunderer-Gosch and in cooperation with seventeen authors,
the large volume Osterreich tanzt. Geschichte und Gegenwart, a first
Austrian dance history complete with a lexicon of choreographers.*
Among Gunhild Oberzaucher Schuller's publications, the printed
international lectures from her 1986 Bayreuth Ausdruckstanz-
Symposium, but also the reprint of the quarterly Schrifttanz have
achieved particular significance.”> The Israeli critic and author Giora
Manor (Prague 1926 - Mishmar Haemek, Israel 2005), himself an
exile, opened his Bayreuth lecture “Influenced and Influencing -
Dancing in Foreign Lands” with the words “involuntary exile.”

Revival of Forgotten Dances at Festivals

Pivotal to further study of the subject were, among others, the Vi-
enna festivals “Tanz 88" and “Tanz 90," curated by Gerhard Brunner,
at the time ballet director of the Vienna State Opera and direc-
tor of the Dance Biennale from 1982 until 1998. In 1988, the am-
ply and officially celebrated commemorative year, fifty years after
the “"Anschluss,” the German Laokoon Dance Group under Rosa-
mund Gilmore produced the world premiere of Einmarsch (inva-
sion). In 1990 - during the Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Compa-
ny's guest appearance with Gertrud Kraus' Des Dichters Traum (the
poet's dream, 1943) - the personal encounter with the ensemble's
founder, Yehudit Arnon (Komarno/Czechoslovakia 1926 - Kibbutz
Ga'aton/Israel 2013), was defining. The festival's highlight was,
apart from a renewed encounter with dances by Rosalia Chladek,
the remarkable program with choreographies by Gertrud Boden-
wieser that included the legendary choreographic manifesto of
Expressionism: Ddmon Maschine (demon machine, 1924). In this re-
vival, Bettina Vernon-Warren and Evelyn Ippen memorialized their
mentor in a performance with dancers of the Vienna State Opera
on the occasion of her 100" birthday at her place of birth.

From 1995 at the latest, with the onset of restitution in Austria, also
dance became an object of study as part of the burgeoning interest
in topics concerning exile. Until today, this interest is largely mani-
fested in the attempt at showcasing the - in these parts unknown
and obliterated - artistic legacy through “original” respectively re-
constructed or now also contextualized dances. In 1995, the pro-
duction Dances of the Banished was mounted under the direction
of Esther Linley at the Anton Bruckner Private University in Linz
with reconstructed and new dances including Hanna Berger's solo
L'Inconnue de la Seine (1942).7

Starting in 1998, | accepted an invitation from critic and author
Karlheinz Roschitz and moderated at the "Alte Schmiede” a lecture-
and events series that now explicitly featured the term ‘exile’ in its
title, Wiener Tanz im Exil (Viennese dance in exile), which, in 2000,
could be brought together in an exhibition on this topic at the Aus-
trian Theater Museum and in another special dance program in
cooperation with the Impulstanz festival including lectures.?

In 2008, seventy years after the “Anschluss,” the City of Vienna and
the federal government in cooperation with Erwin und Uli Piplits en-
abled me to curate the month-long festival Touchings: Dance before
1938 - Dance of Today.° This festival offered the careful restaging,
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but also the contemporary contextualization of old choreographic
material by numerous artists as well as newly created works; in ad-
dition, lectures, movie screenings, dance studio visits, and historic
walking tours directly connected with banished and non-banished
choreographers were part of the program.

To give an example: in 2008, Georg Blaschke placed Andrei Jers-
chik's solo Mensch im Wahn (man in delusion, 1929) - which in 1995,
the nonagenarian choreographer had personally passed on to the
dancer Harmen Tromp - under the title Jetzt bist Du dran (now it's
your turn) in a contemporary context featuring the dancer Petr
Ochvat. The goal was to responsibly showcase, based on chore-
ographies, the artistic pluralism of the past. The program included
Hanna Berger, Gertrud Bodenwieser, Hilde Holger, Andrei Jerschik,
and Isolde Klietmann as well as Stella Mann who, for the festival,
rehearsed in London at a ripe old age her Spanischer Tanz (Span-
ish dance, 1930), had it filmed, and sent it as her contribution to
Vienna, Gaby Aldor who premiered her documentary, Looking for
the Dance: The Rivals 1934~ 1991, about Judith und Shoshana Orn-
stein in Vienna, Cilli Wang and Margarete Wallmann, but also the
non-banished artists Rosalia Chladek (Brno 1905 - Vienna 1995)
and Grete Wiesenthal. Shona Dunlop MacTavish (born in 1920 and
residing in Dunedin, New Zealand), who had been one of Bodenwi-
eser’s first foreign students in Vienna at the Academy of Music and
the Performing Arts in the 1930s, conducted a typical Bodenwieser
training at the Music and Arts University of the City of Vienna (MUK).
For Wera Goldman, a special benefit gala, in which she personally
participated, was arranged that included numerous contributions
by the contemporary dance scene and concluded with the award
of the Honorary Medal of the City of Vienna to the artist. On other
occasions, Hilde Holger, Stella Mann, and Walter Sorell were also
honored by the City of Vienna.

The manner of processing and rendering visible human-artistic loss
in a festival that was mainly performance-oriented cannot be sepa-
rated from the way, in which dance legacy had been handled in
Vienna since the 1980s: primarily guided by the search for traces
of choreographies and, hence, of the particular dance vocabulary
respectively the changes that occurred in exile. This was accom-
plished by way of invitations to dancers who themselves had per-
formed these specific dances and been able to pass them on to a
young generation living in Austria. However, even as late as in 2008,
Shona Dunlop MacTavish assured that Harmen Tromp's rehearsal
of the dance drama Terror, from The Masks of Lucifer cycle by Gertrud
Bodenwieser (1936), which critically analyzed contemporary devel-
opments, conformed to her memory of it. The original rehearsal
had been carried out by Bettina Vernon-Warren and Evelyn Ippen
in 1995 in Linz. Here, the role of Death (in Terror) was performed by
the African-American dancer Bob Curtis (Leflore County/Mississippi
1925 - Vienna 2009) who had immigrated to Austria.

The wealth of program of Touchings was made possible thanks
to the artistic setting and restaging of the work of Wiesenthal,
Chladek, Bodenwieser, and Kraus since the 1970s by Gerhard
Brunner as well as Gunhild Oberzaucher-Schuller (last, University
of Salzburg), Alfred Oberzaucher (last, Vienna State Opera) as well
as Jarmila WeilRenbock (Vienna 1940 - Vienna 2005; Austrian The-

ater Museum). Documentation (film, notation) varied in each case;
playbills respectively leaflets were provided for all events. No funds
for a catalog of the “Exile” - exhibition (2000) were available. The
elements of exile - escape, emigration and immigration, acquisition
of new dance vocabularies and approaches to movement aside
from the difficulties of being removed from one’s native language
as well as the necessity to build a new life - were also discussed in
numerous lectures. Regarding scientific research, apart from a lack
of systematic studies, the most varied topics await investigation,
such as artistic networks, schools, and shifts in dance vocabulary.
Tracing the work methods of the exiled or translating them into a
contemporary approach would be another research aspect that so
far has only been touched upon in Austria. Showing promise is the
project “(reymembering - revitalizing marginalized dance practices,”
which Thomas Kampe (Bath Spa University) and Carol Brown (Uni-
versity of Auckland) launched in 2014. Yet, biographical research,
too, could be stepped up, for instance, on Sascha Leontjew and
Gisa Geert (Vienna 1900 - Madrid 1991).

Besides various ORF-segments (Austrian public television) about
dance and exile on the occasion of above-mentioned events, also
more detailed film portraits were created. A documentary portrait
of Werner Rudyn was made by Friedemann Derschmidt in 1999.
This was followed two years later by Herbert Graf's documentation
Die Welt der Cilli Wang (the world of Cilli Wang). Wera Goldman'’s
examination of Ausdruck (expression) and ethnic dances was re-
flected in films by Heide-Marie Hartel (2006) and Michael Pfeifen-
berger (2007). In 2002, Primavera Boman, daughter of Hilde Holger,
produced the DVD HILDE - Her Legacy. At the 2015 Linz film festival
Crossing Europe, director Barbara Windtner introduced together
with dancer Ulrike Hager the dance road movie Auf der Suche nach
Isolde/Searching for Isolde about Isolde Klietmann.

In the context of afore-mentioned events in Austria, a number of
today's modern dancers have developed an interest in the vocabu-
lary of their ancestors, their artistic grandparents. Hereby, it has
become obvious that authenticity - as much as it is sought - cannot
be achieved and that, ultimately, increased awareness, transforma-
tion, and new interpretation are the crucial factors. It is worth not-
ing that in the Austrian dance scene - since many years, multicul-
tural once again - migrated artists are oftentimes those interested
in Austrian roots: in 2013, in their production WAR, Amanda Pifia
(Chile) and Daniel Zimmermann (Switzerland) performatively point-
ed to Hanna Berger. International art projects thematizing Gertrud
Bodenwieser were created, among others, by Carol Brown (London
2004), Thomas Kampe (Chichester 2010), and Jochen Roller (Berlin
2014). In 2006, Kampe and Liz Aggiss concerned themselves with
Holger dances. Zvi Gotheiner dedicated his choreography Gertrud
(New York 2007) to his mentor Kraus.

In 2016, Zasha Cerizza Colah and the steirischer herbst festival cu-
rated the exhibition “Body Luggage. Migration of Gestures” at the
Kunsthaus Graz. In it, Holger as well as Gertie (Gertrud) Tenger
(Vienna 1905 - Vienna 1985) and her partner Werner Wachsmuth
(1894 -1953) as well as Dita Tenger (Vienna 1903 - Shanghai 1942)
were highlighted.?®

Current Projects - Dance Archive Vienna

In line with exploring early historical avant-gardes in Vienna, these
scientific and artistic studies, necessitating one another, were ded-
icated above all to representatives of Modernity and to a lesser
degree to glamorous personalities such as Elsie Altmann-Loos or
Maria Ley-Piscator, themselves figures of art, who had left dance
behind and gone on to succeed in several fields. The researchers’
gaze was directed primarily at choreographers who demonstrat-
ed modernness and autonomy in artistic expression and less fre-
quently at the often large number of group members or assistants
such as, for instance, Lily Calderon-Spitz, Wiesenthal's assistant un-
til 1938, whose estate | am currently researching.

By no means does this mean that banished dancers were or are
not part of other dance genres as well. To mention just two: vaude-
ville dancer Werner Rudyn (born Rudolf Schmitz, Vienna 1905 -)
and Ruth Sobotka (Vienna 1925 - New York 1967), dancer at the
renowned New York City Ballet. In recent years, it has become a
matter of course to inquire also after political stances during the
Nazi period when examining 20" century biographies. At the De-
partment of Contemporary History of the University of Vienna, As-
trid Frauendienst is writing her dissertation Lebensbilder judischer
Frauen in Linz von 1882-1939: Anna und Edith Wilensky. Eine biogra-
phische Anndherung an eine Kiinstlerinnenfamilie (Vignettes of Jewish
women in Linz 1882-1939: Anna and Edith Wilensky. A biographical
approach to a family of artists). Franziska Stoff (Berlin) is working on
her doctoral thesis Nichtarische Studierende an deutschen staatlichen
Musikhochschulen 1933-1945 (non-Aryan students at German state
music academies 1933-1945). Laure Guilbert (Paris) is preparing
a comprehensive study: La danse migrante. Exil et diasporas des mi-
lieux chorégraphiques germanophones 1933-1950 (Migrating dance.
Exile and diaspora of German-speaking choreographic circles
1933-1950). At the University of Sidney, Jan Poddebsky is preparing
his dissertation about Viennese émigrés in Australia in the artistic
surroundings of Gertrud Bodenwieser.

Whether exile research can be conducted in cooperation between
the Dance Department at the Music and Arts Private University of
the City of Vienna (MUK) and the Dance Archive, which was founded
by the author and is located on the MUK premises, will become ap-
parent in the near future.

Currently (until February 10, 2020), the Austrian Theater
Museum in Vienna presents an exhibition curated by the author:
“Everybody dances. The Cosmos of Viennese Dance Modernism.”
This comprehensive exhibition also features film material and an
encompassing performative program and is accompanied by a
rich catalog Alles tanzt. Kosmos Wiener Tanzmoderne that includes
abstracts in English (384 pages; Hatje Cantz, Berlin 2019, ISBN - 978-
3-7757-4567-3). The catalog is considered a standard reference
on the subject of “The Cosmos of Viennese Dance Modernism.”
In a review by Volkmar Draeger in the renowned online dance
magazine tanznetz.de on April 29, 2019, it has been described
under the title Fundgrube weit Uber den Tanz der Donaumetropole
hinaus (treasure trove far beyond dance in the Danube metropolis)
as such.
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which sports (Maccabi sports club) and Modern Dance were a sig-
nificant part. Many of the choreographers who had started out as
solo dancers and eventually opened their own schools to foster a
young generation of dancers and make a living were at the same
time company directors, program makers, studio directors, man-
agers, and marketing specialists rolled into one.

The lack of numbers can also be ascribed to the fact that so many
of the banished dancers actually belonged to the so-called free
scene; hence, unlike at institutionalized theaters, they had neither
regular performances nor steady employment. Among Austrian
institutionalized opera houses with a dance or ballet company of
their own, research on banished dancers of the Vienna State Op-
era ballet is furthest advanced; among the victims were the then
well-known dancers Herma Berka (Vienna 1900 - London 1981),
Toni Birkmeyer (Vienna 1897 - Vienna 1973), Risa Dirtl (Vienna
1902 - Vienna 1989), Adolf Nemeth (Sopron 1891 - Vienna 1941),
Gusti Pichler (Vienna 1893 - Vienna 1978), and Lisl Temple (Vienna
1918 - Vienna 1973) as well as its artistic directors Sascha Leontjew
(born Alexander Katz, Riga 1897 - Mauthausen 1942) and Marga-
rete Wallmann (Berlin 1901 - Monte Carlo 1992). Equally difficult
to establish is the number of Jewish students in dance training
at municipal and state institutions respectively at the prestigious
private school in Hellerau-Laxenburg and numerous small private
studios based on the available material. Moreover, many dancers
of the free scene - which came into being around 1900 and flour-
ished mainly in the heyday of Expressionism in the 1920s - were
concomitantly active in different artistic groups. Besides, not all
participants of dance performances are mentioned by name on
playbills or posters. Similarly, choreographers would “share” pia-
nists and composers accompanying their performances, among
them, Walter Fischer, Arthur Kleiner, Marcel Lorber, Otto Schulhof,
and Egon Wellesz who were persecuted for various reasons. Also
belonging to the Jewish dance network of the free scene were the
designer Litz Pisk (Vienna 1909 - St. Ives, Cornwall 1997) who also
choreographed, photographers such as Madame D'Ora, Trude
Fleischmann, Edith Glogau, and Grete Kolliner, and critics such as
Elsa Bienenfeld and Paul Stefan. In American exile, Walter Sorell
(Vienna 1905 - New York 1997) at Columbia University and George
Jackson (born Hans Georg Jakobowicz in Vienna in 1931), two gen-
erations his junior, made a name for themselves as reviewers and
dance historians; both appeared as lecturers in Vienna. The artis-
tic center of free dance in Austria was Vienna, though Linz, Salz-
burg, and Graz, too, featured a free scene. In the broad European
Ausdruckstanz movement, Vienna had been, until 1938, one of the
centers, not least as place of cultural transfer between East and
West." Artistic immigration and migration played a role; examples
here would be Gertrude Barrison (Copenhagen 1880 - Copenha-
gen 1946), Ellen Tels-Rabeneck (Moscow 1880 - Paris 1944), and
Sascha Leontjew.

Nazi dictatorship divested free dance of its individuality and free-
dom, creativity and intellectuality by regulating the movement,
newly defining it, and manipulating it for its purposes. Since Aus-
druckstanz had given rise to a considerable lay movement as well, it
had become of particular “interest” to the Nazis' cultural policy. Not
all representatives of free dance had a dissident mindset. Several
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of them who were not persecuted on racial grounds either adapted
or tried to earn a living in other ways and somehow ride out the
times.

In most cases, it was their Jewish origins that forced dance practi-
tioners into exile. Renowned personalities such as Gertrud Boden-
wieser (Vienna 1890 - Sydney 1959), who besides her work as head
of two frequently touring dance ensembles was also professor at
the dance department of the Academy of Music and the Perform-
ing Arts in Vienna, and Margarete Wallmann, head of the Vienna
State Opera ballet, were ousted from office in the wake of the “An-
schluss.” Bodenwieser and several of her dancers left in June 1938
helped by an invitation from the City of Bogota and the Viennese
architect Karl Heinrich Brunner-Lehenstein who was professor
there and father of Bodenwieser dancer Magda Brunner-Hoyos
(Vienna 1920 - Vienna 2012). Photographs of the sea voyage (in
private ownership) are extant that show rehearsals and perfor-
mances of the Bodenwieser dance group accompanied by pianist
Marcel Lorber. Also on board were the artist couple Cissy Kraner
and Hugo Wiener, refugees as well.

Wallmann's leaving the Jewish Community Berlin in 1932 and her
international activities, among others, as choreographer for the
Hollywood movie Anna Karenina (1935) featuring Greta Garbo, had
failed to protect the artist from expulsion. Stella Mann (born Stella
Tuttmann, Vienna 1912 - London 2013), who had managed her
own dance schools next to her dancing career, escaped Vienna in
1938 following humiliating torture and, via Yugoslavia, arrived in
Belgium; here, she lived in hiding before witnessing liberation from
Nazi rule in 1944. Olga Suschitzky (Vienna 1882 - Auschwitz 1942),
choreographer and school director, died in Auschwitz, Sascha Le-
ontjew in the Mauthausen concentration camp.

In their artistic work, Cilli Wang (Vienna 1909 - Vienna 2005) with
her dance parodies such as the Landler [sic] (1930) - which she
even performed in front of German occupation soldiers in Holland
- and Hanna Berger (Vienna 1910 - East Berlin 1962), among oth-
ers, with her solo dance, the realistically and unheroically depicted
Krieger (warrior), did not shy away from voicing explicit criticism that
actually endangered them. The avowed Communist Berger, who
had written under a pen name against Nazi cultural policy in a
1936 article “Uber den deutschen Tanz und seine realen Inhalte" (on
German dance and its actual content) in the Swiss theater maga-
zine Der Bihnenkinstler, escaped from Berlin in the aftermath of
her 1937 dance presentation initially to Vienna. Following a two-
year sojourn in Italy, she returned as an active resistance fighter to
Germany where she was arrested in German-occupied Poznan in
1942 as part of the Gestapo action “Red Orchestra” and sentenced
to two years of forced-labor camp; she was able to escape during
a bombardment. As ballet master at the Vienna Volksoper, Andrei
Jerschik (Vienna 1902 - Linz 1997) refused to accept appointments
of dancers that had been imposed on him, was issued a warning,
and fled from Vienna that same night.

After 1945, several of the exiled artists gave guest performances
at the Vienna Konzerthaus, which had been, due to the lack of a
dedicated dance stage, one of the principal venues of free dance

at the time: in 1948, Cilli Wang who 27 years later would remigrate
from the Dutch exile; also in 1948 in the framework of the “Erstes
Fest des Tanzes," the by then London-based Bodenwieser dancers
Bettina Vernon-Warren (Vienna 1920 - London 1995) and Evelyn
Ippen (born Irma Herrmann, Stankau, Austria-Hungary 1912 - ?); in
1953, Wera Goldman (born in Vienna in 1921, lives in Tel Aviv) on
the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the founding of the State
of Israel. As member of a folklore troupe from Palestine, Goldman
had already performed in Vienna in 1947 while on a tour through
Europe that had started in Prague, in the course of which she ap-
peared before “Displaced Persons” (DPs). Magda Brunner-Hoyos,
who had provided aid to the dance department headed by Grete
Wiesenthal (Vienna 1885 - Vienna 1970) at the Academy of Music
and the Performing Arts by sending CARE packages, returned from
her exile in Colombia.

Gerda Schwarz-Rech (Vienna 1925 - Vienna 2010) returned from
London. In the wake of an unpleasant visit to Vienna, Stella Mann
felt reassured about her adoptive country, England; still, she could
be persuaded to come for workshops and performances to Zell
am See (1965) and Seeboden (1966). Isolde Klietmann (Marburg
1908 - Mendoza 1993) came on visit from Mendoza, Argentina, for
lectures and performances at the Academy of Music and the Per-
forming Arts. Margarete Wallmann choreographed and directed
again for the Salzburg Festival (1954) and the Vienna State Opera
(from 1958). Tilly Losch worked once more for the Salzburg Festival
(1950). In the 1950s, political difficulties arose for Hanna Berger
once again both in Vienna as well as in East Berlin as a result of her
idealist-Communist views. Those who had remained in Vienna such
as Grete Wiesenthal extended their help during the war for the
persecuted and maintained communication by corresponding with
them. After 1945, exiles such as Lily Calderon-Spitz (Vienna 1911
- New York 1990) helped Austrian dancers with clothing- and food
packages. Hedi Pope (born Hedi Politzer, born in 1920 in Vienna,
lives in Arden/North Carolina) who had emigrated to Washington
DC, was invited to lectures and - like Cilli Wang and Hilde Holger
(Vienna 1905 - London 2001) - honored in special exhibitions.

Yet, what sounds so positive here hardly bears any causal link to
municipal and state cultural policy. Among the exceptions were Vik-
tor Matejka, Vienna's first (Communist) City Councilor for Cultural
Affairs after the end of the Second World War, who also champi-
oned Modern Dance and its representatives. Hanna Berger, who
during his term in office had been in charge of the probably first
municipal dance division - a position that apparently has never
been filled since - might have had an influence in this matter. It is
only since the 1980s that the City of Vienna is providing financial
support for contemporary dance on an ongoing basis. The situa-
tion regarding state funding is similar.

In their new homeland, many of the banished artists originating
from (Old) Austria became prominent founding figures of classi-
cally-draped, modern and ethnic dance movements, of forms of
Community Dance, dance therapy methods, or training: Gertrud
Bodenwieser in New Zealand and Australia, the Ornstein sisters
and Gertrud Kraus in Israel, Isolde Klietmann and Otto Werberg (Vi-
enna 1909 - Buenos Aires 2002) in Argentina, Fred Berk (born Fritz

Berger, Vienna 1911 - New York 1980), and Jan Veen (alias Hans
Wiener, Vienna 1903 - Boston 1967) in the USA, Hilde Holger firstin
India and then, like Stella Mann, in England, Magda Brunner-Hoyos
in Colombia - and the list goes on.

Historiography - Choreographic Search for Traces

Resulting from a shortage of funding for continuous research in
Austria, a lack of estate acquisitions (for instance, that of Hilde
Holger), and, hence, the absence of any systematic approach, (bio-
graphic) historiography, the search for choreographic traces, and,
if possible, the preservation of choreographies - tasks that demand
very different strategies and tools - depend primarily on person-
al initiative, idealism, and, ultimately, on cultural policy decisions.
Here, | wish to point out that this overview of ‘dance and exile’ can-
not be laid out as a sweeping narrative with claim to completeness;
rather, this is an attempt at providing a chronology of reception ac-
cording to my best knowledge and within the constraints of space.

As far as putting life disruption and career into writing is concerned,
the banished artists themselves told about their fate in newspaper
interviews immediately after the Second World War (Hanna Berg-
er), worked on memoires, which, however, they would not always
publish (Berger, Wang), or else were only posthumously private-
ly edited (for instance, Gertrud Bodenwieser, who mainly writes
about her artistic influences, by Marie Cuckson). Publishing their
own memoires were Elsie Altmann-Loos (Vienna 1899 - Buenos
Aires 1984), Stella Mann, Maria Ley-Piscator (Vienna 1898 - New
York 1999), Walter Sorell, Margarete Wallmann, and Otto Werberg.
Other publications were often written by authors in the countries
of exile: Giora Manor about Gertrud Kraus (Vienna 1901 - Tel Aviv
1977), Ruth Brin Ingber about Fred Berk, Shona Dunlop MacTavish
about Gertrud Bodenwieser (Vienna 1890 - Sydney 1959), Bettina
Vernon-Warren and Charles Warren about Bodenwieser, Denny
Hirschbach and Rick Takvorian about Hilde Holger. | completed my
book about Hanna Berger in 2010. Gaby Aldor's work about the
Ornstein sisters, her mother Shoshana (Innsbruck 1911 - Tel Aviv
1998) and her twin sister Judith (Innsbruck 1911 - New York 2008)
is the most recent publication.? Gabriele Renner-Schacherl's dis-
sertation on Gertrud Bodenwieser at the University of Vienna was
accepted in 1981. In 2015, Vera Skala completed her diploma the-
sis on Wera Goldman at Vienna University's Institute for Theater,
Film and Media Studies. In addition, numerous individual articles
appeared in international specialist magazines and anthologies.

The 1979 exhibition “Tanz. 20. Jahrhundert in Wien" (Dance. Twenti-
eth century in Vienna) at the Austrian Theater Museum - then still
located on Goethegasse in Vienna - with an accompanying cata-
log might be seen as the possible onset of dealing with the topic
‘dance and exile.” At the request of the "Hilverding-Society” for bal-
let and initiated by Agnes Bleier-Brody, Gertrud Bodenwieser and
her dancers were commemorated in this comprehensive exhibition
on the occasion of the 20" anniversary of her death. Hilde Holger,
too, was among the numerous guests at the opening. Still, the term
‘exile" was not explicitly mentioned.

Awareness of a dance exile and of destroyed, altered career paths
as well as of a lost catalog of works went hand in hand with a fun-
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Judith Brin Ingber is a dancer and independent scholar. She was a
dance composition student of Bessie Schoenberg's and graduated
from Sarah Lawrence College in New York. In the 1970s she lived
in Israel where she taught for Batsheva and Bat Dor and assisted
Sara Levi-Tanai at Inbal Dance Theatre. Judith appears in the bio-
pic Mr. Gaga speaking about Ohad Naharin's student days. She
also co-founded the Israeli Dance Annual with Giora Manor in 1975
which has morphed into Dance Today, edited by Ruth Eshel. Brin
Ingber was Guest Editor for Dance Today’s Issue #36, the special
issue of articles based on the International Conference “Jews and

Avi Kaiser and Sergio Antonio perform their work Létat des choses, Photo: Eli Katz
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Jewishness in the Dance World.” In the US, Brin Ingber taught for
25 years in the Dept. of Theatre Arts and Dance at the University
of Minnesota, co-founded the chamber performing group Voices
of Sepharad and continues to return often to Israel to research
and to teach, most recently at the Seminar HaKibbutzim for Henia
Rottenberg's class. She presents programs and papers about
Jewish dance (especially at the Conney Conference for Jewish Arts
https://conneyproject.wisc.edu/) and writes about topics in Jewish
dance studies. www.jbriningber.com. briningber@gmail.com.
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Mura Ziperowitsch, Wien, 1920, Photo: Unknown, Courtesy
of Theatermuseum -KHM - Museumsverband
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Gertrud Kraus in Wodka, Wien 1924, Photo: Martind Grete Wiesenthal in Andante con moto, Wien,
Imboden, Courtesy of Theatermusem - KHM

08/1906, Photo: Moritz Naher, Courtesy of
Theatermusuem, KHM-Museumsverband

Dance and Exile

Research and Showcasing in Austria -
An Attempt at a Chronology

Andrea Amort

The broadly defined topic of exile, to a varying extent still relevant
to dance (modern dance and ballet) today, mainly covers those
dance practitioners in Austria who, in the wake of Austro-Fascism
and the racist and political measures of Nazi dictatorship, were
restricted in their activities and went into inner emigration or else
were active in resistance, persecuted, expelled, or murdered. In
dance scholarship also artists who had emigrated much earlier
on and were committed to Zionism (among others, the Ornstein
sisters and Jan Veen, alias Hans Wiener [sic]) are included in this
topic.

All dance practitioners mentioned in the following - with the ex-
ception of the Ornstein sisters, Veen, as far as is known, Ellen Tels-
Rabeneck and Gertrude Barrison as well as Grete Wiesenthal and
Rosalia Chladek - had in various ways been immediate victims of

Nazi dictatorship. Presciently, Gertrud Kraus left Austria in 1935
and emigrated to Palestine/Israel. Rudolf von Laban (Bratislava
1879 - Weybridge, Surrey 1958), the-influential founder of Aus-
druckstanz (expressionist dance), is nowadays considered a na-
tional figure especially in Germany and England and, in recent
years, also in Slovakia despite having been born in the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy. He left Berlin in 1937 and escaped via Paris
to England.

No precise statistics of the persecuted and murdered are avail-
able; we estimate, however, that at least 200 dance practitioners
were affected. Then again, it can be stated that the majority of
free dancers, mainly women, were Jews. Quite a number of young
Jewish women, mainly from bourgeois families, were rather re-
ceptive to ideas of the Lebensreform (life reform) movement, of
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Sharon Zuckermann and Hillel Kogan perform their work What Now, Photo: Tamar Lam

A maniacal fashion-show-of dancers strode out onto that run-way,
from one side and other times from the other side. It could get
crowded with sensational costumes - all manner of dresses, some
slit at back, others on the side, in a long tulle skirt and another in
a Bordeaux colored dress with such minimal pants, black panties
barely cover; anotherinastunning forest green dress and a different
dancer in turquoise pants, and someone else in a beige skirt with
long hair bound together with no regard for what one might expect
a certain gender to wear; sometimes those sauntering down the
runway were barefoot and other times all wore black boots with
needle point heels. Scuttling on the run-way or striding out, like kick
boxers, the dancers hardly had elbow room, their boots daggers
and knives, like weapons that almost glanced their opponents. It
seemed we were drawn into the fray, such kinesthetic response
was elicited that it felt like the heels barely missed hitting us, too.
A stamping rhythm to accompany a kind of Mid-East dabke line
dance evolves but sudden lunging, with kicks and sudden drops,
are dangerously terrifying.

| spoke to one of the male dancers yesterday and asked him if
the boots felt like weapons to him? He was part of the singing of
children’s folk songs peppered throughout the work, “How good
and pleasant it is to dwell in brotherhood together in unity” or “next
year it will be so good, we'll sit on the balcony...” or the children’s
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ditty “My hat, it has three corners”.... But it seemed Naharin was
deriding the songs of childhood, making fun of hope and solidarity
and the good of Zionism. What was meant to express commonality,
it seemed the choreographer was decrying the very idea of solidarity
which has given way to such political and societal divisiveness in
2019. But the dancer, an Israeli young man who had spent 4 years
in the Batsheva Ensemble and has been a part of the company for
3 years, a seasoned Ohadist for sure, said what every performer
understands - when involved in the choreographic process one
can't explain what is being done, one simply does it. He said that
Ohad never says Why or What is something about to the dancers,
he just keeps making the piece. But Etay has heard all sides of the
question and what is Naharin's view. “Some,” he said, “are charmed
by the songs they hear and remember good things from their
childhood and some (this is the side | come down on) feel Naharin's
being satirical and damning of where nationalism and Zionism gets
us.” Etay said "Ohad's brilliance is allowing for it all.” The score is a
mélange of words and song including Psa/m 133:1, parts of drama
by Hanoch Levine, Yermi Kadoshi's Card Games to music that is a
very Mizrahi version by Moshe Cohen. How depressing to feel the
randomness of someone flexing their muscles, hanging from the
door jam or strutting in loneliness as the words repeat “we lost
our way, far from our relatives; we are called children of bitterness,
because father played cards.”

The 18 dancers weave down the run-way in pairs, and reverse
their direction so at first no one exits. They are all waving past
each other on the run-way march, peeling off as two by twos, yet
in what seemed like an endless parade. A surprising walk into the
audience, and blankets are pulled out from random hiding places
under various seats. The dancers spread them out on the laps of
audience members, and they become cocoons or sleeping bags
to shelter the dancers as they climb up onto the laps, resting in
fetal positions. They seem to sleep while we hear “you and |, and
the coming war..." belying any possible calm. Eventually the dancers
quietly fold up their blankets, come back quietly to the run-way, but
that's not how it ends. Much coming and going, back in their boots,
black outs and then we see them falling to their knees. Relentless
and perturbing, the images of the boots flashing and it is the end
of childhood, in jarring and terrifying ways. Division is here and war
seems to be coming.

There were other note-worthy works | mention briefly:

On the Way: | applauded this choreography by Shaden Abu Elasal
with 7 dancers from Nazareth,> showing their earnest work outdoors
in the SDCD courtyard. One can't know the political challenges
of young women from a wholly different ethnic and religious
community coming to SDCD, but it felt hopeful and successful.

Haramot, choreographed with set design by Lior Tavori, for the Lior
Tavori Dance Group® shows how we are perpetually auditioning,
showing the effort to be noticed and successful at first humorously.
Tavori had just the right recipe of camp, humor and skill to pull off
his question: Are we a sellout because the adjudicators and those
in power have their own criteria that we can’t necessarily intuit?

What Now, with performers Sharon Zuckermann Weiser and Hillel
Kogan, seemed to be a very open, with-it couple who are talking
to each other as they try to work out the choreography for their
newest duet. They seem considerate and non-judgmental as the
man changes the music on his computer, pushing himself to dance
and find solutions to moving throughout the space. The woman
also experiments and then sits dead center stage on a folding chair,
revealing her concerns about working together, the daily stress of
continuing. As their studio time progresses, we watch the carefully
worked out parameters of choreographing together fall apart. The
politics of a man working with a woman, not a muse but a partner,
just cannot overcome what the woman perceives as patriarchal
hierarchy. If two can't make it as an equal partnership, how can we
extrapolate that to politics of community and country?

60,000 Gra(h)m: choreographed by Danal Ruttenberg, performed by
Ruttenberg and Shmuel Halfon morphed from one Martha Graham
inspired lift to another, a kind of index of female adoration. The
reminders of what Graham had wrought in her work about female
heroines but devoid of Graham's long dramas and context were
sometimes odd - some of the lifts looked almost ludicrous, and at
other times they were simply astounding and daring. But how truly
freed were these characters in Graham's retelling from Greek myth,
the Bible or American history? Were they precursors to feminism
and freedom or some new kind of stereotypes politically?

Both Place to Be, a duet,” and When Love Walked In, a trio,® tested
dancers and audience beyond normal endurance making the point
that searching for lovers and friends and providing support seems
doomed to suffering, physically and metaphorically. Could we agree
to watch as dancers became more and more exhausted, more and
more misused? We did, though, sometimes wishing we could stop
them even as we were astounded as we watched their prowess. Are
we left with these endless attempts and what it means to search for
intimacy and love - is this what we are left with as our humanity?

Endnotes
"For O.5.L.0, writing and direction by Guy Gutman, choreography
by Tami Lebovitz, scenography by Gabi Karichli, performed by
dancers Tal Adler, Or Ashkenazi, Tamar Kish and Shuli Enosh;
produced by HAZIRA.
2The panel was created by Sarah Holcman, Director of Programs
and International Relations for SDCD with experience dance
curating in the US and Is. along with Gustavo Fljalkow, a curator
and dance scholar, working on his doctoral thesis on National
Dance Platforms for Coventry University in England. He also
moderated the panel of three. Ken Takiguchi is a dramaturg and
researcher with a PhD from National University of Singapore who
has published many articles on curating the nation, currently
working at Setagaya Public Theatre in Tokyo. Ziv Nevo Kulman,
an Israeli diplomat who worked as cultural attaché in Paris and
Tokyo, holds a MA from Tel Aviv University focusing on dance
as diplomacy. He was head of Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Performing Arts Section, nominated Head of the Bureau for
Cultural Diplomacy in Dec. 2017. Gaby Aldor is a dance critic and
performance artist who co-founded the Arab-Hebrew Theatre of
Jaffa (where she often performs). She also has published dance
articles in French, English, German and Hebrew; her most recent
book is entitled Naharin.
®For Concrete: choreography by Ofir Yudilevitch performed by
Kerem Shemi, Yasmin Weiss, Hagar Dromi, Eshed Avraham, Ben
Ish Revivo, Ofir Yudilevitch with dramaturgy by Yael Biegon-Citro.
42-0-1-9 was danced by 18 dancers of the Batsheva Dance
company, with lighting by Avi Yona Bueno (Bambi), costume design
by Eri Nakamura and music a listing of Maxim V'art with listing by
Neurosis; Nurit Hirsh; V.F>M. Style; ‘Mishakei Klafim' or the poem
‘Playing Cards’ set to music by Moshe Cohen, Hako Yamasaki, and
singing of children’s songs by the Batsheva dancers with projected
words that made for a kind of public singing for those who could
read Hebrew in the audience.
>0n the Way, choreographed by Shaden Abu Elasal, performed by
Marya Elgeesh; Adan Azzam; Nada Srouji; Yara Zuabgi; JoJo Ayoub;
Shahed Jabarin; Layan Mabjeewsh, music by Said Murad.
®Haramot, choreographed by Lior Tavori; 5 dancers/collaborators:
Shira Ben Uriel, Amnon Peled, Yael Averbuch, Nir Even Shoam, Niv
Elbaz; costume design Idan Lwederman, Sound design Guy Moses.
"Place to Be, choreography by Dor Mamalia and Dariusz Nowak,
performance by them and Jin Young Won.
8When Love Walked In, Concept and Choreography by Yossi Berg
and Oded Graf; creating performers were Ofri Mantell, Tal Adler
Arieli, Yossi Berg; Musical advice and original score: Nadav Barnea.
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beautifully renovated buildings we could wonder with new eyes
about the politics of urban renewal. The 6 movers spray painted
their company logo atop other wall graffiti, scaling the wall only to
fall backwards into a kind of existential abyss or they climbed over
tables in an outdoor café, surprising the usually unflappable Israeli,
drinking his or her coffee. The movers, revived on their skateboards,
guided us inside SDCD, careening across the tiered courtyard of the
grand flagship institution that had revived the once grimy, blighted
southern Tel Aviv neighborhood, now showcase to Israeli dance.

Talos by Arkadi Zaides (also appearing as performer, incongruously
clothed in a suit, aided with a team of 11) featured him as the
only character, in what at first seemed to be a cold lecture. He
explained “Talos” was an ancient Greek bronze robot created to
defend Europe from intruders as his comments (with subtitles
in English) were projected on the back wall as we also watched
an animated film of blue and black dots and lines. Much random
movement in the different dots coalesce as we realize his un-
impassioned “lecture” is a disguised dance. The movers include
the clumping dots as symbols for people at a border, and then
the animation morphed into actual videos of humans at border
sites. We see desperate refugees, some injured, trying to get help,
trying to reach sanctuary. They give way to a video of robots tested
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A Good Citizen by Rami Be'er, Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Company, Dancers: Shai Cohen (center) and Tristan Carter (behind her), Photo: Eyal Hirsch
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in workshops designed by military. Mechanics try to damage and
vanquish the anthropomorphic robots which persevere whether
attacked or battered, kneeling on one 'knee’, or “running” over
various terrains to maintain their balance on robot “legs”. It is no
sci-fi movie, but videos of real experiments, sponsored by actual
governments. Zaides's performance, whether speaking in an almost
robotic recitation, has no claim to morality or emotion but he paces
more and more and then encircles the stage as if to corral all we
have been watching. | think of the more than 70 million refugees
today as Zaides reveals more and more about what drives nations
to protect themselves from ancient time until today. | was asked
if | thought this “lecture” was a dance? If dance is movement in
space, organized purposely, then yes, for sure, this terrifying look
of space by Zaides, filled with random and then herded movement,
matched even with music, is a dance. As | finish watching, | am
driven to wonder where do we stand, where is humanity? Yes, |
thought it a brilliant dance, depicting nationalism against the
greater urgency of peoples, rarely sanctioned, acknowledged or
helped in our time.

A Good Citizen, choreographed by Rami Be'er, (also credited as
lighting designer, stage and costume designer, performed by 18
dancers of the Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Company) introduces

2-0-1-9 by Ohad Naharin, Batsehva Dance Company, dancer: Hani Sirkis, Photo: Ascaf

each of the dancers under a spot light, entering and stating their
name. They turn from individuals into a group that falls, creeps,
weeps, morphing from benign to suffering. A duet of two Asian
dancers crawl in exhaustion as others become bellicose. How
intentional was it that we watch, distanced from them because we
see them as foreigners, despite their dancerly brilliance? We hear
undecipherable recorded, shouted and angry syllables, and then
conversation from the dancers about what it is to be a so-called
good citizen, apparently complying with some unspoken social
agreement: “I don't think much,” or “a good citizen eats his food and
that's all,” or “I don't strain my wits.” A dancer’s face juts backwards,
and “the good citizens” try to revolt where there is no personal
choice in the rush of movement; everyone backs away from a single
dancer who's trying to reach something, while another seems to be
helping or is it struggling in a strangle hold? Onto the floor, one
man rises while another tries to wake others despite robotic unison
movements that have taken over. The question arises are we the
complacent or the rulers, but before we come to any conclusion,
those we are watching have bowed their heads, cowering under
the lights. Then shockingly, the lights are turned on us, piercing
the anonymity of the audience with the shock of clarity. Are we the
cause of this dystopian state?
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L'état des choses, choreography and performance by Avi Kaiser and
Sergio Antonino showed them dancing and talking in their sports
coats as if we happened in on them. | mention them because we
heard a “conversation” in their duet | considered a sudden tour
de force. They spewed out an unintelligible dialogue because their
words came from countless languages, delivered with total emotion.
Their incoherent jumble embodied an entire Tower of Babel. They
seemed to say we are doomed, whether just two, or entire nations,
uncomprehending, leading to hopeless division, and worse.

2-0-1-9, called “an Open Rehearsal’, is the newest work by Ohad
Naharin.* | could not get Naharin's images of brutality out of
my mind, of lethal weapons and attack, of war, perhaps, when
everything falls apart. The beginning was a surprise and before
we had recovered from that, others took their place. We had been
ushered around the back of the building used by Batsheva, and up
back stairs even though we saw many used the main front stairs, but
what was the plan? We reached the upstairs studio and found seats
in several rows facing a big curtain. A lone guy wearing unnervingly
high black boots with almost needle thin heels was moving in front
of the curtain. Suddenly it opened and we were looking at a run-
way set between other rows of seats facing us across the run-way,
filled with people peering out at us.
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Nationalism and Dance:
at the 2019 International
Dance Exposure

Judith Brin Ingber

In this anniversary year, Suzanne Dellal Centre for Dance director
Yair Vardi was acclaimed for his foresight and perseverance in
creating the Centre 30 years ago and for inventing and continuing
to direct the International Dance Exposure Festival over the last
25. In his honor, a special program acclaimed him for making
Israeli contemporary dance a vital and seminal force in dance
internationally. The 200 guests who were mostly international
presenters and producers from 42 different countries attending
the 25th annual Suzanne Dellal Centre's (SDCD) Festival, watched
choreographic works that were inordinately varied in their
approaches and ideas.

0.5.L.0 was the opening production—we entered a big studio to
see four performers in winter hooded jackets as if in a field of
snow." Incongruously, we had come in from a sunny, warm day to
this unexpected winter landscape. Handed printed material with
the instruction to open “When the Bell Rings”, we took our seats
on three sides of the space. Big fans and other kinds of equipment
stood on the 4™ side. A lone dancer with her arm raised straight
from her shoulder, begins and then others gesture, perhaps a
hopeful signal core, trying to work out messages. The dancers stand
and move in rigid combos, sometimes in a diamond shape, or in
lines, traversing on their set paths in the “snow”. Sometimes flakes
and then a deluge of “snow” dropped on the dancers and on some
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of the audience, too. Oslo, the city site that started as a hopeful
place for negotiations with Israeli and Palestinian, apparently has
become the field of relentless snow (created from countless pieces
of teeny white oblong shaped paper).

| read the instruction pages: Odin, the God of Wisdom and of War is
listed along with many dates including 1978 when the Nobel Peace
Prize was given to Begin and Sadat in Oslo; or in 1981 Sadat was
assassinated; in 1987 the “Intifada” began; in 1992 Rabin formed a
“Left Wing Coalition”; in 1993 Ron Punda and Ariel Hirschfeld led secret
negotiations in Oslo. Other magical dates are listed yet to happen
along with events yet to occur while winter sounds of ice breaking
up, of wolves and footsteps in the snow, of wind and thunder mix
with orchestral music. A dancer packs his parka hood with “snow”
leaving us to shudder empathetically; futilely we watch as they lie
on their backs, jumping in a legless way, never progressing. Classical
music sounds as the dancers ramp up their energy, leaping across
the snow, then traveling in balances and arabesques incongruously in
ballet style, with a bow, too, but why, when there is no ending because
the dancers resume their positions and shapes. 0.5.L.0, remembered
here as a frozen, unyielding winter scape, shows the signal arms of
the dancers apparently undecipherable and inconclusive in non-
ending communication from different national points.
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0.5.L.0 by Tami Leibovitz, Dancers: Tal Adler and Tamar Kish (front line) and Or Ahskenazi and Shuli Enosh (back line), Photo: Yair Meyuhas

Nationalism was the subject of the Festival panel “Navigating
Resistance and Complicity: National Dance Platforms in a
Globalized World.” For some in the audience it was too academic
and theoretical; nonetheless, it set forth issues and implications
seen in the Festival performances - fascinating issues of what
governments support and present in their home countries and
abroad. What is it that could be representative, as if dancing is
a kind of branding of its country? The panelists - diplomat; arts
presenter; artist-writer and theoretician - framed their outlooks
through examples of national support from countries of the Far
East, Mid-East and Europe. Contemporary dance, it was argued,
seems to be at times both a result and an agent of globalization.
The moderator explained that since the 1990s, there has been
special emphasis on the promotion of a national industry known
as dance platforms (called NaDaP). Even in the Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs there is a section known as cultural diplomacy,
dance an important component. The Ministry has long supported
the International Dance Exposure Festival.

One of the guests from a Former Soviet Union country responded to
the panel, saying much of what he'd seen was gratuitously violent. To
end violence in “our toxic world” he said, “We should stop watching
dancers crashing their bodies against each other or against the
floor, as directed by choreographers, or the violence continues.”

Another totally disagreed, saying “Expressing violence is part
of the daily life and death situation Israel faces.” One of the NY
dance presenters says she doesn't shy away from dancers who get
slammed around because she trusts dancers know how to take
care of themselves, how to fall, and how to take on the physical
aggression. “It's important to express violence,” she said, “as an
experience of current times, essential to what we see, especially in
this nation.”

Over the days and nights of the Festival there were some 52
excerpts and full performance pieces presented outside, on stage,
in studios. Stimulated by the panel, | reflect on what some of the
works examined with nationalism in mind.

Concrete by Ofir Yudilevitch® | consider as a political piece in the
way that b-boys and b-girls performing on the streets are anti-
establishment, against beauty and the refined and the usual order
of things. The ad hoc activity in outdoor places, with Yudilevitch's
brand of Capoeira-gymnastic-infused moves continued his
cheeky Israeliness against the usual order of dance on stage or
with conventional choreographed technique in favor of his bevy
of movement on the streets, on the concrete and on walls of
the SDCD neighborhood. As we came across the movers who'd
seemingly crashed their skateboards, lying scattered beneath
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