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Soliloquy of an actress as
She makes up / Bertolt Brecht

| shall portray a drinker

Who sells her children

In Paris, at the time of the Commune.
I have only five sentences.

But | also have a walk,

a walk up the street.

| shall walk like a person liberated

A person whom no one ever wanted
To liberate, except from liquor,

and | shall

Turn around, like a drunk afraid

Of being followed, | shall

Turn around and look at the audience.

| have studies my five sentences
like documents

Such as you wash with acid in case,
beneath the surface writing

There may be other traces.

| shall speak each one

Like an accusation

Against me and all who watch me.

If | were thoughtless,

I'd make myself up

Like an old tramp, a drinker

A dissolute or an invalid, but | shall

Walk on stage as a fine woman,
destroyed

With yellow skin, once soft, now
wasted

Once desirable, now repulsive
So that everyone asks: who
Has done this?
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