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SECOND SUZANNE
DELLAL INTERNATIONAL
MODERN DANCE
COMPETITION

G 1 O R A M A N O R

The Second Modern Dance competition, that
took place on the 13-19 October 1994, ended
on the awful day when more than 20 people
were killed by a bomb on a crowded bus in the
center of Tel-Aviv. Consequently the prize
awarding ceremony was rather subdued.
Groups from 13 countries took part in the
competition, representing the U.S.A, Canada,
Korea, Japan, Holland, Spain, Portugal,
England, Poland, France, the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Brazil.

The overall level of choreography was high
and very professional, as were most of the
dancers. The jury was composed of Gideon
Paz, chairperson, and Ed Wubbe (of "Scaping
Ballet", the Netherlands), Jean-
Paul, Montanari (the
director of the Montpellier
Dance Festival, France),
Richard Cragun (of the
"Stuttgart Ballet",
Germany), dancer and
choreographer Rina
Schenfeld and singer
Mira Zakai, both from
Israel.
It came as no surprise -
and one may assume
the members of the
jury were
unanimous in their
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MARK BALDWIN DANCE COMPANY, ENGLAND

decision - the first prize for choreography, to
the sum of 10,000 US Dollars, went to the
"Lanonima Imperial" group from Barcelona,
Spain, for Juan Carlo Garcia's work "Eco di
Silenci”, to music by the Polish composer
Gorecki.

The prize for best performance was divided by
the jurors between Bebeto Cidra, the
marvellous Brazilian-born dancer of Garcia's
group , and the Israeli dancer Uri Ivgy, of the
"Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Company",
for his performance in Rami Be'er's duet for
two men, "Minuit", Cidra and Ivgy recieved
7,500 US Dollars each.

The Second Prize for choreography went to
Olga Roriz, from Portugal, for

her work "Cold Hands". She
recieved 5,000 US Dollars.
Each member of the
audience was handed a
voting card, to
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choose his or her favourite group. Not
surprisingly, the popular vote resulted in the
Spanish group of Juan Carlos Garcia bagging
this modest prize of 5,000 NIS (about 1,700
US Dollars) on top of its other rewards for
excellence.

Honourable mentions for originality went to
the group from Korea and to one of the two
Hungarian companies. Though in my humble
opinion, the other Hungarian competitor's
("Transdanz Company" from Budapest)
contribution was much more original and
convincing and its choreographer, Gerszon
Kovacs a good candidate for the choreography
prize.

The British as well as the competitors from
North America brought a much needed sense
of humour to the rather earnest if not sombre
atmosphere of most of the works performed.
Itzik Galili (an Israeli choreographer working
in Holland) and his quartet and duet, "When
You see God, Tell Him", in which he also
performed, were surprisingly completely
ignored by the jury, perhaps due to backstage
politics,

The contribution from Poland (Jacek
Luminski's "Silesian Dance Theatre" from
Bytom) and that of the Czech "Tanec Praha"
company showed clear signs of talent and
good professional standards, but also the
lingering stygmata of Soviet ballet and its
antagonism to modern dance and dance
theatre.

The overall efficient organization as well as
the wealth of interesting, well executed and
original works is a marked improvement on
the first Suzanne Dellal Competition which
took place in 1992. This augurs well for the
third competition, due to take place in 1996.
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