
. personalities in Israel' s modern dance 
he materials found in the now available ז

aga in "Schrifttanz" th row new light on the 
circu mstances a nd theoreti ca l basis of 

. thei r work 

For anyone w ishing to understand better 
the emerBence of neo-express io ni st 
dance in Europe - and for that matter in 
Israel - "Schrifttanz" is requ ired reading. 
Hence the Importance of the publishing of 
at least a selection of this material in 
English. 
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choreographer being appointed to such a 
position - when presented by a proposal 
to organ ize a dancers congress, was 

his congress took ז. delignted by the idea 
p lace in 1926 at Magdeburg, where a 
la rge theatre exhib ition was organ ized. It 
was th e fi rst lo f such internationa l 
Olympiads of Dance", that were held in " 

. 1928 In Essen and in 1930 in M unich 

O ne of the successfu l repercuss ions of " 
... this .. . was that 1 was able ... to get 

permission for th e publicat ion of both 
scores in Laban 's notation and the journal 

.'" Schrifttanz ' by the 'Universa l Edition ' 
he first iss ue Uuly 1928) ca rri ed an ז

he Basic "זarticle by von Laban about 
he ז." Princ ipl es of Movement N otati on 

eminent criti c Fri tz Bohme contributed "A 
Chapter from the Hi sto ry of 

, Choreography" and another noted criti c 
Han s Brand enburg wrote abou t 

e Stage". Lizz ie ורDancewrit ing and t " 
Maudrik contribu ted a n article abou t 
Dancewriting and Ba llet", and it conl uded " 

with "N ew Basic Fea tures of Music 
heory as a Resu lt of Dancewriting ז

." Resea rch 

Further issues dea lt with the problems of 
dance-notation and wi th w ider issues of 

he journal ז. the aesthetics of dance 
became a forum for many modern dance 
a rti sts and theoreti c ians, thus offer ing an 
insider's portra it o f the modern dance 

. movement 

N owa days , w hen European 
dance-theatre has renewed Interes t In 
dance expression, w hen again, as in the 

920s', not just technique but persona l ן
expression and creation is demanded of 
dancers and the total d ivision between 
creator and performer is waning, the 
sources and theori es o f express io ni st 

. dance have become topica l again 

Likew ise, th e p ro li f ica tion o f 
movement-notati o n methods and the 
development of Labanotation make these 
reprints o f "Schrifttanz" an important , 

. sou rce of information 

AII this is especia lly pertin ent wi th 
regard to the history of modern dance in 
Israel. Modern dance in thi s country was 
dom inated by "Ausdruckstanz" a rti sts 

950s, w hen the 920ןs to the ןfrom the 
Ameri ca n, Graham-dominated style took 
over. A rti sts like Gertrud Kraus (whose 
company took part in the 1930 Dance 
Congress in Munich), Tille Ross ler (a 
student and later teacher at the W igman 
School at Dresden), as well as dancers 
of G ret Pa lucca's and other important 
co mpani es were th e dom in ant 
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Chlodek wosn't the on ly "specimen" of 
eo rl y Ausdrucktonz present. A lfred 

"-Sch lee - by now olso on oct9,genorion 
founder ond editor of the Schr lfttonz 
periodicol, enlivened the proceedings by 
his p ithy remorks ond by hls terse woy 
of correcting errors. He wos. In on 
excellent position to do so, os It turned 
out he wos present ot the performonces 

0 described in the popers, when stl ll 
. youth 

, As wos the donce writer Wolter Sorell 
who olso contr ibuted voluoble 
interpo lotions drowing on his. own 

the ןחexperience of modern donce 
. 930s 920ןs ond ן

Alfred Schlee writes in the foreword to 
. the English "Schrifttonz" book 

My involvement with donce begon In my " 
eorly youth. Since 1 hod the good fortune 
to hove been born in Dresden ot 0 tlme 
when progressive elements in 011 .the orts 

, provoked much ottention ond exc ltement 
my odolescent curi osi ty wos strongly 
encouroged." Wh il e studying mUSIC, he 
o lso enrolled in courses ot the Dolcroze 
Institute in neorby Hellerou, where he 
mingled with most of the greot ploneers 
of modern donce, such os Mory Wigmon 

. or Rudolf von Lobon 

The greot vor iety of personolities - ond " 
, in porticulor the frlendshlps wl th Lobon 
, Kurt JOOSS, Oskor Schlemmer 

Bronislovo Niiinsko, Rosolio Ch lodek ond 
Volesko Gert - creoted for me one 

. foscinoting experience ofter onother 
Every meeting strengthened my 

0 , impression thot we needed 0 forum 
fromework for the exchonge of written 

." onolysis ond opinion 
0 These were the doys when von Lobon

d 0 doncer ond choreogropher w ho ho 
0 sc ientific turn of mind ond hod enioyed 

technicol educotion, begon to formu lote 
his method of movement-writing It wos 
only noturo l, thot this new method 
required some form of publlcotlon In 
p ri nt, ond tho t purpose wos onother 
incentive for the foundotlon of 0 donce 
periodico l devoted to modern donce os 
well os the Lobon nototion theory ond 

. proctice 

011 Schlee decided to do something obout 
this. He turned to the director of the 
Universol Edition in Vienno, proposing the 
publicotion of 0 donce quorterly. But his 

0 , , plon wos reiected Perhops Sch lee 
youth who orrived ot th e publlsher s 
office clod in the open-neck sh lrt of the 
youth-movemen t co ll ed "Der 
Wondervogel", didn't moke 0 ser ious 
enough impression. Other publlshers 

. olso turned Sch lee down 

Four yeors loter, when Sch lee wos 
e junior editors of the ~ olreody one of \ 

Universol Verlog (or wh lch he wos loter " 
to become the genero l director), he 
become involved in 0 unique proiect At 
the Germon c ity of Munster the director 
of the municipol theotre, 0 modern donce 
en thusiost, who hod invited Kurt JOOSS to 
run 0 modern donce compony os the 
residen t bol let compony of municipo l 
opero - the first instonce of 0 non-bollet 
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by Giora Manor 

~ he republ icot ion - !,n G.ermo ז
ond English - of the SChrlfttonz 
quo rterly, offers 0 new V!ew. f?r 
observ in g th e eXpreSS lonlstlc 

920s ond ןmodern oonce of the 
930s ן

0 quorterly co lled 928ן 93ן to ןFrom 
-" Schrifttonz" - meon ing "doncetwriting " 
t ~ wos published in Vien"no .by the emi.ne 
. music publlshlng flrm Unlversol Edltlon 

T wo recent republicot ions offer the 
reoder onother opportunily to en ioy on 
ins ider's v iew o f the express lonlstlc 

, 920s. In London ןmodern donce of the 
Vo lerie Preston-Dun lop ond Susonne 
Lohu sen hove ed ited 0 se lection of 
orticles from the "Schrifttonz" tronsloted 

, into Eng lish (publ ished by Donce Books 
990) ond in Germony there ן, London 

oppeored 0 complete focs imi le repr int of 
issues thot oppeored durlng 011ןן the 

this periodi co l 's short but sign ificont 
lifespon. ("Schr ifttonz", Georg Olms 

 Verlog, Hildesheim ,ן 99ן (

The Germon reprint hos been overseen 
by the Viennese donce-h istorion Gunhlld 
Oberzoucher-Schu ll er. She wos olso 

s ~ responsible for 0 book of the .proceed in 
of on in ternotiono l sympos lum held In 

," 986, ent itled simply "Ausdruckstonz ן
which took ploce ot the oncient Thurnou 
cos tle neor Boyreu th , th e Boyreuth 
University's Institute for the Reseorch of 

Musicoן 986 . l Theotre In 
, Ausdruckstonz", Florion Noetzel Verlog "( 

992). In more thon one ן, W ilhelmshoven 
woy, this is 0 componion to the two 

. doncewriting volumes 

Often when porticipoting in donce history 
cong resses or symposio, 1 om omozed 
ond thrilled by 0 phenomenon pecullor to 
the history of modern donce: though the 

0 modern donce movement is olmost 
hundred yeors old, omong the students 
ond historions, one moy meet some of 
the centrol persono lit ies of the reriod 
under di scuss ion "in the flesh' For 
exo mple , on the cover of the 
Ausdruckstonz" book there ore f?hotos of " 

Roso lio C hlodek, the doyenne of Vienese 
80 modern doncers, 0 lody of obout 

yeors of oge . One could meet her ot 
Th urnou ond hove 0 coffee with her 
during one of the breoks, Listen ing, so to 
speok, to hi sto ry stroigh t from the 

. horse's mouth 

In foct, ofter on eminent professor ond 
his reseorch stud en ts presented 
Ch lodek's movement method by very 
scientific diogroms ond tob les to the 

0 , portic iponts or the meeting ot Thurnou 
presentotion thot mode the 

, Chlodek-Method sound owfully dry 
compl icoted ond obstroct, the o ld lody 
herself got up, sot on the edge of the 
presenter's toble ond proceeded to show 
ond exp lo in her method luc ldly ond 
simply, illustroting her words by very 

0 nimb le movement. In steod of 
convoluted onolysis one wos suddenly 
confron ted by the thing itself. H istory , so 

. to speok, cocking 0 thumb ot hlstorlons 


