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Supper by Maya Stern and Tomer Sharabi, photo: Eyal Landsman
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White Noise by Noa Werteim, Vertigo Dance Company, dancer: Maya Reshef, photo: Gadi Dagon
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ON"Y MY |NIONN NN TIY NINNND NN
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D15 NIYANI 50 Y NIND DY 19,0905
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N1IA0 N .ANAN Yy NIwNINNY ONNNA
[NIND N'D NN T YW wOYN 91INNaY

JNUH NN 12D NIYNYN N10Y
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D9I9Y 'N 1IN DNTPIN INYY) NIUININ
(YINND WIHN L NTTIN) DT N L (NHY
I'MINPN DMY PIY [NION DYIN |'D — DIPNAI
,01NTPAY N1 POHO NIN DIIND .NNRAN DY DN
09NN D'YPAN DN NNNY 10NN NN DO
NITTAN — NWND D) XID 1N NIYXDND
AT HYW 919100 [DIN N LUIN DIND DHIXNNI
NINO'DA NINNNY HNPY TWOHND NIIN 09N
NIYPNIIAE WD YW Ayopn 0D PINDYI
NNIYN 1Y AW DYDY NNN 19 9y
27y TINON 9IN VWA NINDTIN NYINN

PODIY |IXT NIYNNRY DY XD 91pY [TIND

NIYy2N2 D) N2ININ~0'TA NDINNN NININN
N'N5YW HY NN NIXOA N1IYI0N H¥ NND
D119 NYAN NNy N NINY W NNR
D'PYNA NINNND NIMRTA NN D) NIONDY
NIX0Y NHYN 1T Nyan .n1Ym Hw 0o
,NON9NE Ny YW NAYWND DN NN

191D yoInN NN DYDY

N DX 2N N0 YXDN [ 09NN
NN NYNYW N0MWN 992 Npnm [Niynwn
N21201  NNIYNWNN N 1T A0 NNID
DYDY AN N NID IPYD = DX NN

QN9 1090 [N NN NIN L NINNDIN

N'NdNNY N25N) NP'OINNY N1 ,|wNNA
YNNN NP YY Apan InD NI
nMmn vY WAy WY DN TN
19% 010N NN Favorite Things 1'win
N MR YW NIpnA 1IN .apoinn
"Raindrops on roses and whiskers
on kittens / Bright copper kettles
and warm woolen mittens / Brown
paper packages tied up with strings /
These are a few of my favorite things /
Cream—colored ponies and crisp apple
strudels / Doorbells and sleigh bells
and schnitzel with noodles / Wild geese
that fly with the moon on their wings
Theseareafew of myfavorite things/ Girls
in white dresses with blue satin sashes
Snowflakes that stay on my nose and
eyelashes / Silver white winters that
melt into springs / These are a few
of my favorite things / When the dog
bites / When the bee stings / When
I'm feeling sad / | simply remember my
favorite things / And then | don't feel
so bad".

DY'NN 2 TN 992NN DX T
NID 12 [DIND 129 NIPNN TWN YW NINYIN
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IND NINI,NPYTY NDOINY D100 |'N2 NN
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IVIPIW INMIY D91V DFTIAN ,NINN NIN'YXNDY
21 OY) VY NID WN .DIXAD NOY 1IN
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ADINDN JUNNA ANYY 9y NN 1T NP
NINAPD AN N AX0Np N9 WINI
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NDNYW 1220 X 91D12D NNBIN AW, NINNND

.ANanN Hy

DY TIP9 XA 1T OW DT Y0P 1 [I'NT W
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YWY NIY1 DN WIND DY yopa (1977
wI2Y 121 N 0'wIAY 02 NXIAP DTN
120N NWAITE NNTIN NI ,N12Y 19N
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,T'NDN NNNA XD NIN YN YW X NI QMND
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9y N 12N NITNID ,NRAN Yy DYl Ny
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NOOYNNY 2P AN NN NI NINY N
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AYIN NNIN NYAN JUNNA INXYN IN ,INXY]
N91T) NIA'0IVIINA ,NINN NYWIN Y NITYA
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NN NOIY 1THWD 1990 02NN NIN NNAIY
SONPN 1YY ANIN NT'0N D NNE ND'oNN
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N1I0719> NN NN D'WANYD [0 PN
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NID 12X XD NINWD 1019190 MXYN NN
NITNX N01IDON N'OMIID NIDYD NN MNXYN
IDIN ' NINTD NITAND SINIINT XY N9
yanw myyn y1n (Kateb, 1983:8) ywin
YINY DT 19 9y 191 DNNK N1OXND 119N

(Kateb, 1983:9) nixpooinuinn
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NNIPNN HNIYIN HINDN ANY NITNN DIP DY
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NITINA INNA DNINDI NNIY NITY N2 YIND
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TY NNUD N AWYNDE INNID NN
0IND N2YY DAY NIONN NND Y HAN 01N
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N'DI0IYON NAMNDA, NINYIAPA NYON INNI
NN YINNALL,VTIIN NN 0D ININY HY
1NIX12 .207N0 NP YW 50701 407N NNvA
[N OTIINE 0219 HY DN N D [IY0Y
NMINN NNV TIOM NYWIDAN 1IN HINNA
DUNYT ODHAN NNDY IWON N NDHY
NUINN NN NINDI X9 ANYY NIYINI
N'NYN [POO! 'NINAY 09101900 1Y .NNIY
HNW NN 91NN NITPRNNY NIONIND

halWal

AT NDI019'D ,(1975-1906) VTN NN
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DTN 98 DONITIITEND NI NN

02’19 YX1IDY Y¥ Inawnna 1NXNI 'IXN
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J0IPION NIIONN NN 0119 'wnn D2
YII2ND 'NNDN AON'TA NN WOIN NINY {100
TWpPN L NI0MIBN NP1 oI NIvonna
NINNX ,NNAN 9% AWDNY DNINN XD
narg anx §nn L(Critchley, 2004:173)
NMId NP NNDNN INND 9Y NN
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"yaun pin Nmo,0meMIoN 0NN YW ININN
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9y YNWII INTY NIN AWND P DNONITHITIN
0DIY DTN N2 XON DTN X2 .19 nnwn 1
NINANA DIY DTN NI 2YIND T
U MIYNID 1OND NN NI0MID NI

JUWNRND AUINN

79y VAN NS 1w NienY” L 0TNN 199
U DTN 9Y NIRYIE NIMXY XNY qNTn
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,NNYIDN 1995 ,NPI0HIn DNIYD DIYIY 1INY

NN 9NN NN NIYY MO0 10wNn
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NNIANY NNININN 91N HAN AN NN DTN
DITNT ,NNMIXN P 1'WDY DN NPT NNN
Y NINN NNIND MYY ,N0oMN L NNodN
DITTIA 07 .09 DNY AN XYY oY
NNIY NNN/ID0NN 1T DY D) NNY WY
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DI'o
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NYITN N2 271YN XD UPHVIINNY NN HAN
APIYN NI NNIDOND YT N, ANIN NN
N9 2T DO NN NIYNWN 019NN .51INNa
aNIND NON L|MOXD IN 'NANYD TIND 11D
DWD NINWN D9'NN Y [NIYNYN .12 9099
DHNY DNNNL NINWN NNAN HY NNNTNY
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0N DONN YW I'MIYNA D'OX
NN Y wRY  DTTOINY
270 112y NRMD NNINDNN" INNNDY
NDWY 91D NN )TN NN NODNWN
112y NRMH NTIDINN .NNINDNN NN
NAINN NN NOSNYWN  ,NANNN
0''N .NTINDYNN NN NDWY Y10 NNX
NOSNYN NIYNWNA 1Ay Nin'p
npWY S QNN L NIYNUNN NN
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NN Ny9Y DINHYXN DN .NDIN NA'20]
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NN IND NIN DPR XN CNINTY D) 2NN
D) ,Y9INN 9D 1IN INDYW NIN N [NO1Y
JNIYRYUN NN MWD 01902 YINWN [DIN [ND
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Karmiel Festival, photo: Mati Almaliach
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The Heart Axis Circle by Sharona
Floresheim, photo: Igor Krotero

society is not a duplication of the next
society. Within the narrow framework
of nuances, of subtleties which cannot
be measured scientifically, and belong
to the subjective world of art, there
exists that unique voice.

Life is a journey of a creative process,
dynamic and changing which is
reflected in the dance. History shows
that in a people's life there are ups and
downs, and we do not know whether
we are in the middle of climbing toward
additional peaks, or that descending
the slope is already in the doorway.
Therefore, all that was written here
is within the limits of examining the
present, which is the edge of the past.
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decade, his interest in the architectural
aspect of dance has increased.

Classical ballet in Israel moves along a
different path, detached from modern
dance. In the period of the Yishuy, it
even encountered ideological objection.
Nevertheless, with vision and adherence
Berta Yampolski and Hillel Markman
succeeded in establishing The lIsraeli
Ballet raising dozens of good dancers.
Yampolski has been the company's
sole Israeli choreographer for decades
and in fact, the company does not
meet the need of raising a generation
of creators in this genre.

to prove their connection to the land,
its history, and the fact that they were
Israelis, nowadays the choreographers
and the dancers are people who have
been born in Israel and live in it.

The Israelis are part of a people with an
ancient and outstanding history, which
has known within one generation
the holocaust and the miracle of the
fulfillment of the dream of establishing
its own State. Yet, reality bites into
the dream, criticizes it and tries to
strip it and present it as an innocent
and empty tool. Therefore, in Israel,
maybe more than elsewhere, there is
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Duets by Niv Sheinfeld and Oren Laor, photo: Gadi Dagon

Research

In 1984, director Gila Toledano of
the lIsraeli Dance Library, initiated the
documentation enterprise of the dance
in Israel, and two years later the Dance
Library was transferred to a specious
and respectable hall in Beit Ariela.
In addition, some of the universities
in the country opened courses for
higher education studies in dancing,
and recently the number of Israelis
studying for their Ph.D in this field has
increased.

Reflections on locality

The pioneers who came to the land of
Israel dreamed about creating Israeli
dance or "Mahol Ivri"* (Hebrew dance).
Contrary to the past, when the people
engaging in dancing came to Israel
from all over the world and desired
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tension between realty and the
dream. Choreographers and dancers
are influenced and affected by their
surroundings, which finds expression
in the text written with the body.

What does characterize the Israeli
dancers? In comparison to dancers
in the world, the Israeli dancers are
generally older. Most of them have
completed their military service and
are exposed to the daily political
pressures shared by all Israelis, to the
competition of a country blessed with
creative talented and ambitious people
gathered in a small piece of land. The
relative maturity of the Israeli dancers
equips them with a “Life history"
— a reservoir of experiences, thoughts
and memories. Their body text is
rich, blunt and impertinent.  When
they dance, it seems that there are
no partitions between them and the
viewers. The viewers see first people,

and then dancers. Frankness and
straightforwardness characterize their
dance which is not polished to the end,
does not shine as extra fine European
porcelain.

The intensiveness of life, the need to
put on defense masks in view of the
new existential social and political
news repeatedly flooding us, to go
on livings "as if normally" require and
generate super-energy. They grant
the lIsraeli dance inner vitality, which
stores within it energies on the verge of
explosion, blocked with ties of restrain,
and eventually explode. Therefore, in

|NOTIY HUN 019X, 11 N1 NN 1112y NTIAY

Hebrew Work by Renana Raz, photo: Eyal Landsman

contrast to the long and round lines
of the classical Ballet projecting the
security and calmness of the genre,
the Israeli dance prefers energies
which model the body outline from
within and create sentences in different
lengths, without a fixed rhythm. These
seem like little pieces of thoughts in
a feverish mind, springing up and
declining and alternatively being cut
short in a sudden fall.

Dance in lsrael is mostly expressive
and content permeates through
it, undergoes abstraction and is
presented with restrain. In its lyrical and
poetic moments, the dance here is in
a state of some glumness of sadness
and restrain.  In the body there is no
room for dolling up or embellishment.
It is neither a dance which expresses
joy nor a dance which spreads its
wings to open spaces. It shuts itself
in rooms, halls or clubs, maybe as self

defense from suicide bombs or maybe
in order to keep its strength, knowing
that it shall be needed, and it cannot
be dispersed in vain.

Fashionable topics in the global dance,
engaging a lot in apocalypse, fear and
aggressiveness, find their way into the
Israeli dance as well. However, while
engaging in them overseas appears to
be an expression of general concern
about the world's condition, in Israel
these issues receive a close and
genuine significance. The lIsraeli is
sated with and tired of violence. He/
she is targeted ruthlessly and does not
get excited by direct and naturalistic
violence on stage. In the last decade
there are more dances dealing with
local political topics, for example,
Yoman Miluim (Reserve logbook)
(1989) by Rami Be'er or Virus (2001)
by Ohad Naharin.

Some works turn to fantasy, aspiring
to reach a different place, exotic, which

has also led to a natural acceptance
of the Orient. The integration of
Israeli dance into the Orient is not an
artificial attempt to deal with eastern
figures as was the situation during the
beginning of the Yishuv period, but a
slow and permeating flow of a cultural
encounter between the Oriental music,
European and American modern and
postmodern dance.

Integrating oriental belly dance as a
legitimate component in the modern
world of dance in lIsrael, in the mid
nineties, was introduced by the couple
Liat Dror and Nir Ben-Gal. The two,
who are not of oriental (mizrachi) origin,?
started engaging in this domain, which
till that time had been in a Procrustean
bed of entertainment, weddings and
dubious clubs. In Dror's belly dance
there is no shred of Orientalism, as
was the case in the dance of the early
Yishuv settlement.

Within the flourishing of dance on it
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reflects the Israeli well-know tendency
of "clearing one's head", to gather
forces and tackle with reality. Such
pieces of works are, for example, Let's
Escape by Anat Daniely (2002), Clouds
and Soup (2007) by Noa Dar and When
she Reached the Sun (2005) by Rami
Be'er. And such are also the works of
Inbal Pinto and Avshalom Polak.

Life in the Middle-East and the
constant friction with it has not only
changed the body contour of the
Israeli, who is tall, strong and more
sun tanned than its ancestors, but

various shades, it is surprising how little
is reflected of the multi-cultures of the
different communities of Israelis and
minorities with their ethnic traditions.
This is particularly prominent in light
of the fact that the immigration to
Israel from around the world has never
ceased. In this context the works
of Sarah Levi Tanai's in Inbal Dance
Theatre with Israelis of Yemenite origin
should be noted, the dances created
by Moshe Efrati inspired by the
Ladino,® as well as works, surprising
in their freshness by Barak Marshal,
who connected between the Hassidic,

the pop, the Gipsy and the Yemenite.
Lately choreographer Renanna Raz
created, Kazuarot (2007), which draws
inspiration from movement materials
of the Druze minority in Israel. The
author of these lines has been trying
for years to create a movement
lexicon for artistic expression, inspired
by the dance tradition of the Ethiopian
community.

The flourishing in Israel embraces
various aspects of dance, granting it
depth, yet it could be said that a large
part of the processes described above
exist also in other dance domains
in the world. The art theoretician
Gideon Ofrat (1984) wrote: "The
other locality does not presume to
rely on a definition of artistic locality.
This definition will always be artificial,
forced and its products unsuccessful.
In other words, it is not important to
us if something of our other locality
will resemble something of any other
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locality [...] to meet the place means
— to meet the nature of the place, its
history and/or the art of a place [...]
other locality of physical qualities, of life
symbols and real myths of the present
society" ("Other locality" in Can (here),
p. 53).

The art of dance plays on aninstrument
whose architectonic anatomic structure
existsinallcontinentsandexpressesthe
emotional, the mental and the creative
range which is shared by all human
beings. Nevertheless, each person is
a whole world of nuances, and each
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The Flourishing of
Contemporary Dance
In Israel Today

he flourishing of dance in Israel for

the last two decades is not self-
evident, and is a sequel of a long and
convoluted path for a nation with a
rather short history of concert dance.
For over forty years (1920 — 1964)
Ausdruckstanz was created in pioneer
conditionsinthe Yishuy," when creativity
was not supported by technical skill;
after thirteen years (1964-1977) of
modern American dance influence
when professional companies were
established, raising technical levels
but privileging choreographers from
abroad that brought an end to local
creativity; after almost a decade of
fringe development, bringing about an
abundance of local creators—finally,
in the 1990s, dance in Israel has
reached maturity. A balance has been
gained between dance in the leading
63 | 2008 12IVPIN | 14 'ON |I'1 | 'WDY 2IND

large companies and in the rich fringe,
and between creativity and technique.

Independent Choreographers

The development of modern dance
at the beginning of the 90's flourished
thanks to the successful timing of
establishing a number of frameworks,
that absorbed, channeled and
encouraged the increasing waves of
achievement of independent fringe
choreographers. The most important,
was the establishment of the Suzanne
Dellal Center in 1990, under the
artistic direction of Yair Vardi. For the
first time, dance had a home that
provided a forum for achievement,
which also encouraged and initiated
frameworks for projects, under
professional conditions, with exposure

Ruth Eshel

to national and international media.
The "Curtain Up" ("Haramat Masach")
project, an important framework,
supporting productions ofindependent
experienced choreographers, was
established in 1989.

The permanent frameworks for Israeli
independent creators and the support
of the Ministry of Science, Culture and
Sports yielded fruit. Following "Curtain
Up" (1994) the critic Giora Manor wrote:
"Something good is happening in the
young Israeli choreography field. There
are always some works which are over
affected by known examples, there is
no escape from that. However, in fact,
that same spirit of self-creation, of
personal expression characterizing the
Israeli dance in the 1930's and 1940's
has returned, when each dancer is

required to create on his/her own, and
not only be a skilled performer and a
prilliant technician" (lsrael Dance, no. 3
1994, p. 32).

The distinguished, though partial list
of independent choreographers, who
started creating and performing in
the 1990's includes Noa Dar, Anat
Daniely, Inbal Pinto & Avshalom Polak,
Tamar Borer, Inbal Ya'akobi, Ido
Tadmor, Shlomit Fundaminsky, Yossi
Yungman, Amit Goldberg & Anat Dolev
(Da Da Dance), Yasmeen Godder,
Yoram Carmi (Fresco Group), Michal
Hermann & Emmanuel Gat. This list
is joined by senior choreographers/
dancers among them Rina Schenfeld,
Nimrod Freed, Mimi Ratz, Amir Kolban
(Kolban Dance), Yossi Tamim, Tamir
Gintz (Kame'a Dance Company) Anat

Shamgar with improvisation programs
and Sally Ann Friedland (Dance Drama
Sally Friedland). The soloist dancer Talia
Paz put on programs choreographed
especially for her thus opening a new
path for dance performances centered
by the performing artist. If in the late
1990's there was a question whether
this was a temporary blossom related
to one creator or another, this concern
has vanished. In the 2000's a new
generation of creators emerged,
thickening and enriching the activity,
including  creators/dancers  such
as Shlomi Bitton, Renana Raz, Niv
Sheinfeld, Odelya Kuperberg, Ronit
Ziv, Anat Grigorio, Michal Mualem,
Arkadi Zaides, Sahar Azimi, Maya
Stern, Tomer Sharabi, Idan Cohen,
Sa'ar Magal, Yossi Berg and Hillel
Kogan, and that is only a partial list.
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Supper by Maya Stern and

Tomer Sharabi, photo: Eyal Landsman

The Leading Dance Companies

In  the 1990's the Batsheva
Dance Company and the Kibbutz
Contemporary Dance Company turned
from repertoire dance companies
into dance companies headed by
a choreographer with a voice of his
own. In 1991, the choreographer
Ohad Naharin became the director
of the Batsheva Dance Company.
He reestablished the company's
presence as an internationally
important dance group, his style being
a source of inspiration for many Israeli
choreographers.

Choreographer Rami Be'er has led
the Kibbutz Contemporary Dance
Company to the center of the dance
map in Israel. Be'er lifted a social and
political flag in the 1980's. In the last
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